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W E Snow, Kirby Muxloe 

W E Snow, based in Kirby Muxloe, near Leicester, was one of many which specialised in the transport of aggregates 
and roadstone, although during the winter in the early post-war years, the vehicles had special dispensation to carry 
coal to ensure staocks were kept up. The company's Austin K4 of 1948, DNR 181, was fitted with a Pilot body and 
tipping gear and cost £700, painted and on the road. The company was in business up to 1980, originally using REO 
Speedwagons and later Seddons. The 1962 Bedford TK, 377 CAY, was said to be the first of its type registered, if 
not in the country, certainly in Leicestershire, for W E Snow. Many operators opted to have an extra axle added to 
lightweight vehicles like this, to increase payload and keep within axle weight limits. 



S L Slawson of Rothley 



S L Slawson of Rothley, near 
Leicester, was another company 
which specialized in the transport of 
aggregates and roadstone from the 
many quarries in the region, again 
being allowed to move coal during 
the cold winter months, using spare 
capacity when few roadworks would 
be carried out. The company's new 
Foden four-wheeled tipper with 
SI 8 cab is seen here, along with a 
line-up of 11 Vulcan four-wheelers. 
The nearest appears to have side 
extensions fitted to carry a bulk 
load of coal. 
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A A 1964 Bedford TK six-wheeled tipper, AUT 540B, in the fleet of Fred Sherwood, is seen climbing out of a quarry, well-loaded with gravel. This company still 
operating tippers, although largely on waste disposal these days, from Shepshed, Leicestershire. Bedfords like this and the example operated by Fosse Haulage 
of Leicester, seen on the cover, were popular with many tipper operators, as they offered a good combination of performance and payload. (CC) 
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Uppers 




Top Tips 


termed 'greedy boards' - when required to 
carry bulky loads. 

These days, nearly all tipper bodies are built 
using aluminium alloy panels and extrusions 
for the framework. This offers a light, yet strong 
construction. However, some jobs are still 


T here is something fascinating about 
tippers. It is always interesting to see 
the hydraulic ram pushing the body up, 
the tailboard opening and the load cascading 
out of the back. Equally, I'm sure we all enjoy 
watching some sort of excavator or loader - 
usually coming under the catch-all description 
of 'digger' for most of us - as it drops its 
bucket-load into the back of a tipper on site or 
in a quarry. 

Of course, tippers are used to transport all 
sorts of materials and commodities: coal and 
coke, grain and other agricultural produce, 
animal feedstuffs, sand and ballast for 
building, roadstone, spoil from groundworks 
and demolition sites - the list seems almost 
endless. 

Some of these are very dense and heavy, 
so a comparatively small quantity will quickly 
approach the tipper's maximum payload, 
meaning that a low-sided body will be most 
suitable. Examples are aggregates and 
roadstone. Other commodities, like coal - and 
especially coke - or grain, are lighter for a 
given volume, so a high-sided tipper - what 
we might term a 'bulker' - is the order of the 
day. Other tippers will have been built to suit 
either purpose, or might be fitted with double 
dropsides or side extensions - commonly 


A A Dodge from the immediate pre-war period, fitted with a wooden dropside tipping body, with a single 
under-body ram, for T W Annable of Shepshed, Leicestershire, used for the delivery of 'Granophast' road 
materials. (CC) 


considered too 'heavy duty' to use aluminium, 
so steel is used to build tippers for demolition 
work and what is known in the business as 
'muckaway', where the rough nature of the 
load could easily cause damage as it is loaded 
or unloaded. In the past, it was usual to build 
most bodies including tippers from wood, 
perhaps with metal plates on floor or sides to 
help with wear and tear. 

Ever since surprisingly early days, hydraulic 
rams have been used to lift the body to tip the 
load. These have been single or twin rams, 
positioned under-floor or at the front, with 
various types of stabiliser added to longer 
bodies. Some smaller tippers used to be raised 
by hand, with various ratchet or screw systems 
to magnify the manual effort. All these were 
developed initially from the old 'tumbril' or 
tippler horse-drawn wagon, for which a push 
over-centre would then use gravity alone to 
eject the load. 

Like so many other types of lorry, tippers 
have generally increased in size and capacity 
over the years. Six and eight-wheelers and 
then artics have come into use, to move the 
maximum quantity of material each trip. For 
many years, the eight-wheeler was considered 
the ideal for aggregates and roadstone, which 
often involved an element of off-road work, 
but even with these, the artic is making inroads 
these days. 

Of course, there is still a place for a smaller 


A It isn't clear whether the Morris-Commercial LC is fitted with a tipper body or not, but the contents of the 
horse-drawn cart are being tipped into it from the improvised loading platform, showing where it all really 
started. 
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Introduction 



Group, on fleet maintenance then operations, 
for 35 years until 1997. 

The others are from the Steven-Stratten 
Vintage Roadscene Picture Library and include 
manufacturers' press release photographs, 
from both body and chassis builders, and shots 
taken of vehicles in use. Unfortunately, in the 
majority of cases, there is little information 
available about the tipper bodies themselves, 
but we have included all that we could. If 
anybody has more details about any of the 
vehicles shown, we would be pleased to hear 
from you and to use your information in the 
Vintage Roadscene letters pages. 


A A bigger vehide, but still on two axles, with a 
wooden dropside tipper, an ERF with the V cab, 
dating from 1949, for Joseph Symons, of Bissoe, 
Cornwall. 

vehicle for builders and other trades, with the 
Transit or similar, non-HGV, as well as bigger 
four-wheelers still finding a place in many 
fleets, where access is difficult or small loads 
are required. 

Tippers have long formed an important part 
of the transport business, as witness 'Tipcon', 
the Road Haulage Association's Tipper 
Convention, for many years a major fixture 
among the annual events and shows where 
transport professionals can meet up to discuss 
matters of interest to the industry and see the 
latest vehicles and equipment available. 

In this issue of the Road Haulage Archive 
series, we have looked at tippers through the 
different decades, starting with the 1920s and 
moving on to the 1980s, which was originally 
going to be called 'Moderns', as this is how 
most of the vehicles will look to many of us, but 
it was 30 years ago... 

We have also included a brief section on 
steam lorries, a look at some specialist type 
of tipper, like 'bulk blowers', skip loaders and 
moving floor vehicles, designed to avoid the 
dangers of roll-overs with tippers on uneven or 
unstable sites, like waste tips. 

There are also some 'Fleet Focus' pages, 
showing a company's vehicles in different 
decades, or different types in the same livery. 

Some of the pictures come from Colin 
Chesterman's extensive collection (CC), built 
up over his lifetime involved in the commercial 
vehicle industry. He worked for Douglas Weir 
Ltd, a Seddon, Vauxhall and Bedford dealer 
in Leicester from the early 1950s, apart from 
three years in the REME from 1957, becoming 
assistant service manager, until the company 
ceased trading in 1962, then with WHS 
Transport, part of the W H Smith and Son 



Already looking for the maximum 
payload possible, a short 
wheelbase Atkinson eight-wheeler 
with the bow-fronted cab, fitted 
with a multi-purpose steel body 
with medium-depth dropsides and 
twim rams, popular for heavier 
vehicles for a time. 



n WLES j 


A Typical of the move to articulated tippers in more recent years, for bulk movements of commodities like 
grain, is this 1983 Rolls-Royce powered Foden SI06 six-wheeled tractor unit, with a tri-axle straight-framed 
Task bulk tipping trailer. Running on six axles was a good way of saving on road tax at the maximum gross 
vehicle weight of 38 tonnes at the time. 
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How it all began 


T he idea of transporting certain types 
of goods in bulk was nothing new 
when motorised transport came 
along. What was new was the idea of the 
vehicle being able to unload itself, by 
tipping the body up and spilling out the 
contents. Of course, things quickly got more 
complicated in many cases, as just tipping 
stuff in a heap wasn't acceptable. However, 
commodities which were comparatively low 
value in relation to their bulk, which are not 
easily damaged, such as coal or sand and 
gravel, go together with transport in a tipper 
like bread and butter, without a second 
thought. 

The first tippers had to be operated 
manually, the driver turning a handle, with 
some sort of screw and levers or chains. 
When hydraulics came into use, the idea 
of using tippers for the transport of many 



A The earliest picture of a tipper we have is this one from the 1910 Paris Show, showing a 'Delahaye 
dumping wagon, with a chain-controlled tank body'. Turning a handle moved the body, fixed to the 
chains, back beyond the rear of the chassis, where it over-balanced to tip out the contents. 




A An early Leyland on solid tyres, EH 2489, with no lights, which was supplied to a Staffordshire Pottery, with a different style of side-tipping gear, driven by 
chain from a handle at the rear. 



different types of goods in bulk, rather than 
heaving around sacks, which are heavy and 
difficult to handle and store. 

Here we have a cross-section of tippers 
dating from the early years of the 20th 
Century into the 1920s, which show the rapid 
progress made with tipping vehicles in the 
early years. «S* 


< A Ford Model T 30 cwt tipper, for refuse 
collection by Llanfairfechan UDC, dating from 
1926 and fitted with pneumatic tyres, but tipped 
by means of the screw at the front, by turning a 
handle at the side. Such systems persisted well 
into the 1930s. 
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A Demonstrating the operation of the tipping gear on a Ford Model T tipper, 
similar to the one above - or is it the same one in a different livery? 


A However, hydraulics had been in use on tippers for some time, as shown by 
this Peerless 4-tonner, dating from 1915, although the horizontal cylinder and 
linkage seems unnecessarily complicated. 










































Surprisingly modern in some ways, a Scammell articulated six-wheeler, 
dating from 1925, PR 4817, with a bulk tipping body on the drop-frame 
trailer with twin under-body rams. Note there is even a mechanism to open 
the tailgate when tipping. 
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This is more like it, a 
Shelvoke & Drewry Freighter 
from the mid-1920s, with a 
straightforward under-body 
tipping ram, operated using 
a power take-off from the 
gearbox. 


Another Scammell artic 
tipper, which would have 
delivered coke in bulk for the 
Bournemouth Gas & Water 
company. 


An early Scammell 
artic tipper being 
demonstrated. It still 
as a canvas-topped 
cab, however. 



SOUIHfm 29112 


Seen in preservation with William Bowker of Blackburn was 
this Thorncroft J Type from the mid-1920s with a tipping 
body, although we can't see how this was operated. 
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Coming of Age 


T he 1930s was the decade when the 
concept of tipper lorries really got 
going. Bodies were usually raised by 
hydraulic rams by this time - although some 
operators, especially at the lighter end of 
the weight range, still expected the driver to 
expend energy winding a handle. After all, 
he wasn't expected to shovel the whole load 
off any more, was he? 

Most vehicles took on a general 
appearance and layout which would endure 
for many years, apart from size - usually the 
more recent the vehicle, the bigger it is likely 
to be. The usual layout tended to be the 
'end tipper', although a surprising number of 
side-tipping or three-way tippers were used 
in the years leading up to the war, especially 
on public works and highways building and 
maintenance. 

Tippers started to be specified for 
particular roles, with low or high-sided 
bodies, depending on the density of the 
material to be carried. A glance through the 
pictures here would suggest that under-body 
tipping gear was more common than front- 
mounted, during these pre-war years, but 
bodies were almost universally wooden at 
this time. 4 


Below left: This 1938 AEC Mammoth Minor, 
CBC 336, with its second rear axle with single 
wheels to increase payload, was bodied by W 
H Goddard of Oadby, Leicester, with twin front 
rams and an under-body stabiliser, for local 
operator, C Hobson, a regular AEC user at the 
time. (CC) 

Below right: Another well-known survivor is this 
AEC Monarch tipper, TL 3513, preserved by the 
Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle Society for many 
years, after a comparatively easy working life, 
collecting coal to run the boilers at Bracebridge 
Mental Hospital. 



ART Dent of Barnard Castle was obviously not completely happy about the use of pneumatic tyres 
on his vehicles, as can be seen with this 1931 AEC Majestic, with its solid rear tyres, on an otherwise 
quite modern-looking vehicle for its day. 



A Well-known operator Hall & Co restored this 1934 AEC 0645 Matador tipper, OY 9542, a survivor 
of its own fleet, seen on the London to Brighton run in the late 1960s. There were no side windows 
in the cab on this vehicle, which was still in use during the early post-war years. It still exists, but not 
in Hall & Co's colours. 
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Y Long forgotten, even 
by many enthusiasts, 
Armstrong Saurer 
lorries were used by a 
number of companies, 
including Tarmc of 
Wolverhampton, three 
of which are seen here, 
including four-wheeled 
three-way tipper, BGO 
833 of 1934. 


< A forward control 
Albion JS127 tipper, 
AWX369, from 1936, 
seen restored in the 
livery of Thomas 
Wilkinson of Keighley. 


A Fosse Haulage of Leicester ran a fleet of Albion 127 
forward control tippers during the 1930s, as seen here, and 
later Bedford O, TA models and a TK with a second-steer 
axle added. (CC) 

> Haulage contractors, Bulmers of Rothwell, Leeds, might 
have obtained this 1930s normal control Albion tipper as an 
ex-demonstrator, judging from the Glasgow registration, GG 
1242. 
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A1 : Another of Tarmac's massive-looking Armstrong Saurer three-way tippers, this time a 1933 six-wheeled 'Dominant', ABB 774, seen on roadworks in 
Walsall when quite new. 2: A forward control Armstrong Saurer 'Effective' oil-engined three-way tipper, one of an order for four from Smith, Parkinson 
& Cole, coal merchants of Bradford, new in 1934, with twin under-floor rams, with a payload of seven tons. 3: At the other end of the scale, a popular 
model during the 1930s was the Bedford WHG 2-tonner, which made a most suitable basis for a small tipper, like AWH 351, seen here on a 1980s London 
to Brighton run. 4: An interesting line-up of different Commer models in the tipper fleet operated by Bernard A Cooper of Leicester. (CC) 

5: During the 1930s, not all operators were convinced of the need for, or perhaps mistrusted hydraulics, like haulier, B Bertoli of Coventry, whose 1937 
Dennis 50 cwt 'Flying Pig' tipper, BKV 855, is seen here, the screw tipping gear just visible above the rear of the cab. 

6: From the 1930s, Dodge made inroads into the tipper market with its Kew-built lorries, like 5-tonner BNR 933 of 1939, in the fleet of W J Harrison & 
Son, of Markfield, Leicester. (CC) 
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> In contrast, the Dodge 
Kew 2-3 ton model of 
the day had a very snub 
nose, almost semi-forward 
control. 

Y Below: 'Pride of Denton' 
was a 1935 ERF Cl 5, 
chassis no 207, three- 
way tipper - popular in 
connection with roadworks 
- with wooden body 
with twin under-body 
rams, seen in the livery 
of haulage contractor, J 
Trebble Jr of Burlescombe, 
seen when new. 

Below right: Another pre¬ 
war Cl 5 four-wheeled 
tipper, BYD 73 of 1936, 
is seen when in the 
preserved fleet of C G 
Holton of Milton Keynes a 
few years back. 




A F E Greasley of Groby, Leicester, was the operator of this ERF Cl eight¬ 
wheeled bulk tipper, BUT 709 of 1939, which probably mainly worked 
hauling coal. Note the twin rams fitted outside the chassis frames, once 
regularly seen on eight-wheelers like this. (CC) 



A The flamboyant style of the streamlined cab of this 1936 Foden 
7y2-tonner contrasts with the traditional look of the ERFs. The three-way 
tipper hinges/catches can be seen under the steel-lined wooden 11 ft 
body of Gardner 4LW-powered CRA 687, in the Hughes Bros of Chapel- 
en-le-Frith's 'Derbyshire Granite' fleet. 
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A Contractors, A T Price & Co of Dawley, 
Shropshire, chose the old-fashioned looking 
Garner, as the basis of its mid-1930s three-way 
tipper. The side hinge/catch can jst be made out 
above the fuel tank and under the body. 



A Yet another three-way tipper, another 
preserved example, based on a normal cotrol 
Leyland Cub chassis, seen at a rally at Heaton 
Park, Manchester in 1988. 



'OVER TRffUlSPOPTC?, 

22. Bar rack Roao. 

Houm slow. 


A This four-wheeled tipper dating from 1938 for the transport of aggregates for Rover Transport of 
Hounslow has the well-known DG cab fitted to most Fodens at that time. The DG4/71/2 has a Gardner 
4LW, 36x8 tyres and a 10ft body. 



A 'Running on Coal Gas' it says on the headboard of this 1934 Leyland Beaver, fitted for operation on coal gas or petrol - note the unusual tanks and 
the fire screen behind the cab - Henry Briggs, Son & Co's Whitwood Collieries, Normanton, Yorkshire, providing its own fuel for its tipper delivering its 
products. 
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A1: A 1930s Leyland Hippo oil-engined six-wheeler, with a 500 cu ft bulk 
tipper body, for the transport of clinker for Richard Biffa Ltd. Note the 
twin under-body rams and those nice single rear mudguards. 

2 and 4: Not the best quality, but interesting front and rear views of a 
1932 Leyland Hippo, RH 5074, with a dropside wooden tipper body, built 
by Barnaby, for Bison Concrete, photographed in Hull, judging from the 
signpost. 

3: The three-pointed star badge above the radiator tells us this normal 
control four-wheeler is a Mercedes-Benz, fitted with a steel tipper body 
and a horizontal ram, with rollers on guides - which seems a rather 
complicated-looking system, contrasting with the modern style of body - 
for A M Cocker & Co of Derby. 

5: Two normal control REO Speedwagons with tipper bodies, supplied to 
Lane & Peters, of Stoney Stanton, near Leicester, by local agent, Douglas 
Weir. (CC) 

6: Another Douglas Weir-supplied REO Speedwagon, with a complicated 
hand-operated tipping mechanism, featuring a twin curved rack and 
pinion system, for P S Smart of Denton, in Northamptonshire. (CC) 

7: An imposing-looking Scammell four-wheeled three-way tipper, with a 
metal body and twin under-body rams, for local customer, Watford Sand & 
Ballast Co Ltd. 


*•0 
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A One of the first Seddons from 1939, a short wheelbase two-axle 
chassis, fitted with and Edbro-built three-way tipper, possibly originally 
that company's demonstrator. (CC) 


A This Thornycroft 'Sturdy' forward control short wheelbase tipper, BJU 
798 of 1938, with a wooden body and front-mounted single-ram tipping 
gear, was supplied by Parrs of Leicester, to J W Porter & Son, Of Mount 
Sorrel, Leicestershire. (CC) 



< A 1933 Thornycroft 'Taurus', 
with the 'engine-ahead of 
the front axle' layout popular 
on heavy four and si-xheeled 
lorries for a time in the 1930s, 
US 3027, for Glasgow-based 
chemical manufacturers, R & J 
Garroway Ltd. This has tipping 
gear with a horizontal ram and 
rollers. 

Below left: Two 1938 Vulcan 
forward control three-way 
tippers, FKK 122/123, for 
Kent County Council Roads 
Department. 

Below right: A long wheelbase 
end-tipper, based on a Vulcan 
chassis, EUG 154, for E Ward, 
a haulage Contractor, based at 
East Ardsley, near Wakefield 
in Yorkshire. This has a single 
front ram and extensions to 
its wooden dropsides for the 
transport of bulky commodities. 
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National Coal Board 


We have put together pictures of a number of tippers in various different fleets, 
in this case NCB vehicles dating from the 1940s to the 1970s. 







A1 : This late 1940s Austin K2 two-tonner with wooden tipper body would 
have looked attractive in a yellow and dark blue livery. It was probably 
used by the maintenance department. 

2: A 30 tonnes gross bulk coal tipper on a 1976 Foden S80 chassis used for 
coal deliveries by NCB in the North Derbyshire Area. 

3: An AEC Mammoth Major 8 bulk tipper from around 1950 being loaded 
with coal by grab from railway trucks. 

4: Back to the late 1940s, with NCB's short wheelbase Vulcan with a 
wooden tipper body in the dark blue livery used at that time. 

5: This Foden with S20 cab and dumper body, but road-registered in 
Glamorgan in 1961, worked for the NCB South Western Division. 

6: Another NCB Foden S80 eight-wheeled bulker, with a 1973 Glamorgan 
registration this time, photographed on the Brighton road in 1978. 
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Dark Days of War and Beyond 


I t's a sad fact that war brings an increased 
demand for tippers. Handling loads like 
grain and coal in bulk is more efficient, 
while the need to remove rubble, and at 
the same time, deliver aggregates and 
cement for re-building and building more 
military installations makes road transport 
indispensible. 

Luckily, British hauliers were able to 
step up and provide the transport services 
required during World War II. Some of 
the vehicles seen here show the ravages 
of wartime operation, plus the masked 
headlights and white painted bumpers and 
wings for the blackout regulations. 

Operators were in dire need of new 
equipment after the war ended, but often 
had to 'make do and mend', keeping their 
lorries going, or acquire ex-war department 
vehicles which, admittedly, were often quite 
useful as the basis of tippers and kept going 
for longer than expected. 

Then the Labout Government which 
swept in after the war decided to nationalise 
transport - not the way most operators 
wanted to be thanked for their efforts 
towards winning the conflict. Admittedly, 
a lot of tipper operators managed to slip 
through the net, as they could argue that 
they provided a comparatively specialist 
service. Nevertheless, many vehicles soon 
appeared in the grey British Road Services 
tipper livery at the end of the 1940s. But the 
changes kept coming... & 

Below left: A nice play on words with this 
advertising picture of a tipper on a diesel- 
powered Albion Chieftain chassis. The 
photograph has been heavily 're-touched', but 
is still a good view of the 1950 short wheelbase 
dropside with twin under-body rams, VME 
885, in the livery of Howards, merchants and 
contractors, of Ruislip, Middlesex. 

Below right: This 1950 Albion Chieftain short 
wheelbase wooden-bodied tipper, HSF 511, 
has been preserved in the livery of Laburn & 
Ramsey, plasterers and slaters, of Blairgowrie. 



A Builders merchants, Greenwoods of Halifax was an own account operator, so escaped 
nationalisation. Its 1950-registered AEC Mammoth Major 8 tipper, BJX 543, has a metal body, 
complete with hoops for a canvas cover, so was possibly used to carry bulk cement, as well as 
aggregates. 



A A manufacturer's photograph of an unregistered new AEC Monarch four-wheeled long wheelbase 
dropside tipper, in the early style of BRS livery, including the name of the operator taken over, C & G 
Yeoman, a name later well-known for many years in aggregates haulage. 
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A An Atkinson six-wheeler, with an alloy bulk tipping body built by Sparshatts, with substantial twin under-body rams, seen tipped and in travelling 
mode. It was registered CRV 887 in Portsmouth in 1946, and the body looks like the type used to deliver coke from gasworks. 



A Coming first alphabetically, but never quite as popular, Austin's answer 
to the Bedford 'O' was the K4, here seen as a short wheelbase, wooden¬ 
bodied three-way tipper, with twin under-body rams. 



A Possibly the most widely-used tipper of all time? A Bedford 'OST' with 
quite a tall wooden dropside body. LYA 258 has a Perkins badge on the 
radiator grille, indicating a conversion with a P6 diesel from the original 28 
hp petrol engine. It is seen in preservation with a Derbyshire owner, but 
was originally registered in Somerset in 1949. (CC) 



The long wheelbase Bedford 'OL' 
was also bodied as a tipper, as 
here for 'Aybeco Ltd'. This one 
has a metal body, while many 
looked more like the standard 
wooden dropside lorry. 
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A1 : Registered in Doncaster just before World War II started, BDT 789 
was a Commer Superpoise short wheelbase wooden-bodied tipper with a 
sinlge front ram, of a type which reappeared for a while after the war. It is 
seen here with wartime white markings, but no headlamp masks. Notable 
is the producer gas equipment, produced by Brush-Koela, fitted where the 
nearside door would normally be. 2: Another vehicle delivered just in time 
for war work, delivering sand and gravel, was this Dodge 5-tonner, BUT 
832 of Leicestershire operator, Thomas Beedle. With an unladen weight of 
just under 2 V 2 tons, it was allowed to run at 30 mph under the regulations 
of the time, which included the masked headlight and white-painted 
extremities. (CC) 3: This ERF Cl 5 four-wheeled wooden-bodied tipper was 
another late pre-war lorry which did its bit during the war years, again with 
white edges on the wings and headlamp cowls. BUT 369 of E Easingwood 
of Blaby, near Leicester, was fitted with the more modern-looking curved 
radiator grille. (CC) 4: One of 11 similar Commer 'N' Types, with steel 
tipping bodies and BTC 'gear, FLH 699, dating from the previous year, was 
being used 24 hours a day, moving 18,000 tons of soil a week over a hilly 
route, by Willment Bros, on extension work at Brockworth Aerodrome, 
Gloucester, which was being extended in 1940. 5: Easingwood was doubly 
lucky in 1949. Not only was the company not nationalised - it might have 
been too small, as well as specialised - but it also managed to obtain a 
new ERF four-wheeled wooden-bodied tipper, with the new 'V' cab, FNR 
317. (CC) 6: Many of the same models were available again after the war 
ended, including the Dodge. It looks as if Harry Wood & Son of Bradford 
would have preferred a longer wheelbase vehicle for bulk work, but had to 
make do with a tall body on this one, new in 1948. 



A It looks as if this ERF Cl six-wheeled three-way tipper was delivered 
to transport contractor, J & G Leah, of Riddings, Derbyshire, after the 
war had started, as it was still un-registered, but already had its wartime 
markings and headlamp mask. 
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A1 : A brand new Foden DG four-wheeled wooden-bodied tipper, with twin under-body rams, destined for engineering contractor, Edward Farr of East 
London around the end of the war. 

2: Seen at many rallies over the last few years, this 1949 Foden OG short wheelbase tipper, MAU 840, has been preserved in the grey livery of BRS North 
Notts tipping group 63. 

3 & 5: A medium wheelbase Leyland Beaver, dating from the late 1940s, fitted with a wooden-bodied three-way tipper, with twin rams, shows off what it 
can do, before delivery, painting and registration. 

4: An ex-military left hand drive Mack six-wheeler, bodied as a tipper and set to work on clearing bomb-damaged sites after the war. London-based 
contractor, Willment Bros ran a number of vehicles like KYH 135, registered in 1950, until new vehicles were more readily available. 

6: Presumably this lightweight Foden 'OG' short wheelbase tipper, ready for delivery around the same time, to R A Davies of Birmingham, with its high¬ 
sided twin-ram body, was to be used to transport light, bulky material, such as coke. (CC) 
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W, H. GODDARD 


ALUMINIUM 


TIPPING BODY! 


7: A Morris-Commercial FV metal-bodied tipper, dating from the late 1940s, 
with the rear-hinged 'suicide doors' on its cab. We know it was fitted with 
Telehoist tipping gear, but not whether it had the Saurer-based diesel 
engine. 8: A Perkins diesel-powered Seddon Mk 5S10 tipper chassis of 1947, 
EJU 34, bodied for J E Barker of Long Whatton, Leicestershire, by W H 
Goddard, with single-ram Pilot tipping gear and an aluminium body, to keep 
the unladen weight down, so the vehicle could legally be operated at 30 
mph. (CC) 9: This Vulcan, EUT 15, dating from a year later than the Seddons, 
had both body and cab built by Goddard from aluminium to save unladen 
weight, for Barkus & Sons, of Woodhouse Eaves, near Loughborough, 
but it wouldn't have been a comfortable vehicle to drive. (CC) 10: Three 
Morris-Commercial FV tippers, taken over from a Leicestershire operator, 
when BRS was formed and now part of the local tipping group. (CC) 11: 
Another similar Seddon Mk5S10 from the same year, EJF 21, also supplied 
by Douglas Weir, with wooden body by Seddon and twin-ram gear, for Ward 
Bros of Leicester. (CC) 12: A postcard issued at the turn of the 1950s, by W 
H Goddard of Oadby, showing the virtues of its tipping body on a Perkins- 
powered Vulcan chassis, offering light weight, for 10 cwt extra payload and 
30 mph operation. Apparently, the body cost £250, plus £5 for the ram - a 
bargain. (CC) 















Murphy Bros/Bulk Transport 

Murphy Bros of Thurmaston made its name as a tipper operator in the Leicester area and beyond in the 1950s, 
building up a massive fleet, and is still in business, although now in property development. Here we see the company's 
1956 Leyland Octopus eight-wheeled bulk tipper, which would have been used on coal haulage. The company also 
took over the Bulk Transport (Leicester) company, and later H V Day of Glenfield, and included them within its group 
operations. Here is an earlier AEC Mammoth Major Mk III in Bulk Transport livery being delivered on tradeplates. 
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Henry Joyner Ltd 

Henry Joyner was a well-known transport contractor, based in Erdington, Birmingham. Here we have two different 
'Parrot-nose' Dodge 100 Series (the company had also run petrol-engined Canadian Dodges) with different 
wheelbases and body capacities, one for use on aggregates and the other for bulk work, and an underfloor-engined 

six-wheeled Sentinel DV6, again with a bulk tipper body. 
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Happy days are here again 



A fine study of a smart bulker. The 'clinker' G J Palmer supplied from its 
Thames-side wharfs was not a heavy dense substance, so this 'Tin Front' AEC 
Mammoth Major 8 Mk III, NHV 901, registered in East Ham in 1958, would 
not be overloaded, even with its 20 cu yd Bonallack alloy tipping body with 
Edbro tipping gear. 


A Another AEC Mammoth Major MK III, but to a more traditional style, with an exposed radiator in 
front of its coachbuilt cab, and a wooden dropside high-sided body, which would suit the movement 
of bulk coal. Preserved in the livery of J F Wells, coal merchants of Leighton Buzzard, however it was 
registered OYA 961, in Somerset, in 1952, so might have started life hauling aggregates. 


with four-wheelers still making up a major 
percentage of the fleet. Bulk still didn't 
mean maximum weight or volume. The 
restricted access and limited storage still to 


be found at many industrial premises often 
precluded the use of the biggest vehicles. 
But this would be the future in an industry 
beset by constant changes... 


I t took a while, but as the 1950s got 
into their stride, the UK economy was 
booming. Harold Macmillan said: 
"You've never had it so good." And we all 
believed him. The transport industry was 
doing well. Tipper operators were doing 
well, because the construction industry was 
booming, while manufacturing was also still 
forging ahead, so there were lots of raw 
materials to deliver. 

Farming, coal and other industries 
also discovered the convenience of road 
transport and when materials could be 
handled in bulk, door to door, and there 
were only a few mass movements where rail 
was really competing. 

British-built lorries still ruled the roost 
at home, as well as in many export 
markets. There were still also many local 
bodybuilders who would put together 
tipper bodies, in wood or metal, although 
the specialists werre beginning to take over 
markets like this one, some with instantly 
recognisable designs. 

A glance at the pictures here will show 
that articulated tippers had yet to make 
much of a mark, although tippers were 
being built right across the weight range, 
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A An Albion Clydesdale four-wheeler from the mid-1950s, 
probably destined for export, fitted with a steel tipping 
body and what looks like Telehoist single-ram under-body 
tipping gear. 


A smaller AEC, a 
Mercury four- 
wheeler from the 
late 1950s, with 
Telehoist single¬ 
ram tipping 
gear under its 
steel-panelled^ 
low-sided 
body. 



A This Albion Clydesdale four-wheeled tipper, VYG 228, registered in 1958, for Hinccliff of South Elshall in Yorkshire, is fitted with a stylish glass-fibre 
panelled cab and a tipper body with a double skin and canvas covers to insulate the load, most likely used mainly to carry tarmac. 



A Not the best picture of an Albion Reiver tipper, seen at a rally some 
years ago in the pouring rain, but it reflects that for many years Albion six- 
wheelers were popular for their low tare weight. 


A Coming full circle with Albions, to prove the point that many were 
exported, here is a 1954 Clydesdale FT-101 four-wheeler working for an 
Australian roadstone supplier, with an all-steel cab and tipping body. 





























1950s 


25 



A1 : Most Atkinson tippers tended to be maximum weight vehicles, but this four-wheeler dated from 1952, with a wooden body and twin under-body 
rams. With a Gardner four cylinder diesel engine, it would have had a low tare weight, so would have carried a good load. 

2: There were already plenty of traffic problems to contend with in 1957, when this Atkinson eight-wheeler, with a dropside tipper body, of builders 
merchant Barwick of Ilford, Essex, was photographed. 

3: Greenwoods (Contractors) of Ramsey, Huntingdonshire, ran three Atkinson eight-wheelers, like SEW 482, new in 1957, fitted with Pilot U7 under-body 
twin-ram 'hoist' and 12 cu yd alloy fixed-sided bodywork. 

4: Would this mid-1950s Austin 502 short wheelbase wooden-bodied tipper be used by Josiah Wedgewood of Barlaston, Stoke-on-Trent to take away 
broken crockery or to move raw materials into or around the factory? 

5: William Jeffcoat Ltd, with depots in Narborough and Nuneaton, chose this Austin K4 Loadstar in the early 1950s, as the basis of its short wheelbase 
dropside tipper, which was probably used mainly for coal haulage. (CC) 

6: Fitted with side extensions, or 'Greedy boards' on its already high sides, this 1954-registered Atkinson eight-wheeled bulk tipper, FCH 466, of Dunn 
Brothers of Langley Mill, Derbyshire, would have carried a good load of coal or lime. 
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> The Austin 301-badged 
version of the Morris LC3 
was usually bodied as a 
platform or dropside, but 
this example carried a 
lightweight steel-panelled 
tipper body, when seen in 
preservation some years 
back. 




A A BMC-badged FE 7-tonner, MNR 758, new in 1955, with a double 
dropside tipper body with twin rams, built by Geo Bray of Leicester, seen 
outside the supplying dealer, H A Hamshaw, also of Leicester, ready for 
use carrying coal. (CC) 



A A later Austin-badged FFK 7-ton tipper, its wooden body raised by twin 
front-mounted rams for local builders merchant, Fergusson & Co, seen 
when new, outside bodybuilder, W H Goddard of Oadby's premises. (CC) 



A Some rigid tippers, like this BMC FE four-wheeler, with a steel-panelled 
low-sided body, were built on a longer wheelbase than might usually be 
expected, even for denser commodities like sand. Perhaps it was thought 
they would be more difficult to overload in this configuration. 



A The Bedford 'OST' was replaced in the range in the early 1950s by the 
'TA', which was still a short wheelbase 5-tonner. This 1956 example, fitted 
with a Perkins P6 diesel engine is part of the preserved fleet of transport 
operator, Neil Bartlett of Coventry, along with the Leyland Comet 
alongside, a 'Parrot-nose' Dodge Kew 100 Series and, of course, a couple 
of older Bedfords. (CC) 
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A This Bedford TA is fitted with a short scow- 
ended dumper type of body. Such lightweight 
chassis were often used for on and off-road 
work, for which a dedicated type of dumptruck 
would be expected, but the cheaper option 
often stood up to the rough conditions 
surprisingly well. 


A A mid-1950s 'Big' Bedford 'S' Type, fitted with a Neville tipper body. The style ribbed 
U-shaped aluminium panels of this Mansfield-based manufacturer's bodies was always 
unmistakable. 

< This 1952 Bedford 'S' Type, YMM 410, fitted with the often-seen 'U'-shaped steel body, 
with a substantial cab-guard, was in Lea Valley Sand & Gravel livery when seen on the 
'Brighton' run in 1981, but has since appeared in John Mould's preserved fleet. 


A This picture was released by Vauxhall-Bedford in 1978, looking back to its key models of the early 1950s, which included the 'S' Type. A steel tipper 
bodied example is seen here being loaded with sand from a hopper. 
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A1 : A Commer Superpoise normal control 5 ton 140 inch wheelbase 
chassis-cab, with Telehoist three-way tipping gear and all-steel body, 
supplied to the Crown Agents, Hong Kong around 1953. 

2: Another later-type Commer Superpoise 5-tonner from 1955, WKL 210, 
in the livery of G E Farrant of Tunbridge Wells, Kent. The petrol-engined 
wooden-bodied 5 cu yd tipper weighed under 3 tons unladen, so could 
travel at 30 mph. 

3: A Commer Superpoise 5-tonner, dating from 1957, with the Airflow 
Streamlines cab fitted to later chassis, with a Bonallack U-shaped alloy 
body and single front ram. 

4: A 1956 TS3 two-stroke diesel-powered Commer QX 9 ft 7 in 
wheelbase chassis, fitted with Telehoist SL2 twin-ram tipping gear and 
steel body. 

5: Neil Bartlett's Dodge Kew 100 Series tipper, SFJ 926, lines up with 
the similar normal control vehicles of J & J Glennon of Northampton, 
including NTT 72, and a dropside from Norfolk, VNG 530. (CC) 

6: A later Kew Dodge, with the normal control Airflow Streamlines cab, 
as also fitted to later Commer Superpoise chassis, dating from 1962, 792 
BNR, in the livery of Man-Abell Quarries Ltd. (CC) 



A Another Dodge Kew 100 Series, GAY 364 of 1950, lines up with a 
Vulcan, MJF 368, registered in 1955, and three Foden FGs, RRF 378 and 
322, plus FJU 253, all new in 1949, in the tipper fleet of Wesmore Haulage 
of Enderby, Leicester. (CC) 
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A This Dennis Pax 31/2 cu yd tipper was actually supplied to Derby 
Corporation in the late 1940s, but was a type which was available and 
much used by local authorities throughout the 1950s. 


A It wasn't only local authorities which used the Dennis Pax, as shown 
by this longer wheelbase example for a Portsmouth-based building 
contractor. 



A A Gardner oil-engined ERF four-wheeled chassis, fitted with all-steel 
body and tipping gear by ERF. The 'Willenhall' cab has a double-skinned 
roof, as the vehicle was exported via Cape Town for use in a hot climate. 



A At around the same time, this Foden FG eight-wheeled tipper with the 
SI 8 cab, was delivered to Walker & Son, sand and ballast merchants, of 
East Markham in Nottinghamshire. The rams were positioned outside the 
chassis frame, as was common on eight-wheelers at one time, while the 
body was constructed from aluminium planks. (CC) 



A A smart-looking Foden FG four-wheeled tipper, NRB 223, with the early 
post-war flat-fronted cab, which went to Hilton Gravel near Derby, at the 
turn of the 1950s. 



A Later in the decade, Fodens fitted the S20 cab to this four-wheeler, for 
C Gotzeim & Sons, of Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, to work on contract 
to the local George Garside Sand Quarries. The body seems to be wooden, 
raised by twin under-body rams. 
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> Destined for Hillhead Quarries at 
Buxton, well-known as the venue for 
trade plant shows over the years, this 
Foden eight-wheeler, with the S20 cab, 
has quite a short dropside body, with 
what look like wooden panels and twin 
under-body rams. 


Y This Foden S20 eight-wheeler, 

SNR 148, new in 1959 to Breedon & 
Cloud Hill Lime Works near Derby, has 
been preserved, recently moving to 
the McGovern fleet, but retaining its 
original livery. 



The Fordson Thames ET6 and later 4D normal control 
models were available with tipping bodies with 2-3 and 5 ton 
capacities. Wooden dropside bodies and front-end rams were 
the standard fittings. 
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A A rather special Fordson ET6, with a Baico chassis extension, giving a 
wheelbase of 157 inches, fitted with Telehoist SL4 twin tipping gear, with 
a stabiliser, and a 7 ft platform body, with a separate container, 18 ft 6 ins 
long and 4 ft 5 ins high. It looks as if the rear tyres were smaller, too. What 
specific work this lorry was intended for was not included in the details. 



A An early promotional picture from the 1957 introduction of the Thames 
Trader, showing the more or less standard short wheelbase '6D'-powered 7 
ton steel-bodied dropside tipper with single under-body ram. 




A A smaller Guy Otter petrol-engined tipper, NVT 979, new at the turn of 
the 1950s, in the livery of T M Birkett & Sons, of Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, 
seen in preservation at a rally. 


A Another picture from a promotional brochure, showing a Guy Invincible 
four-wheeled tipper, with wooden body and twin rams, WTJ 937, supplied 
to a Clitheroe operator in 1955. 




A Articulated tippers were not common until the 1960s, but some operators 
found it convenient to have tractor units which could be used with different 
trailers, like this Karrier Bantam for East Midlands Gas Board. (CC) 

< The Karrier Bantam 2-tonner was a small vehicle which was very popular 
with local authorities and other utilities, for use in urban areas. Many were 
bodied as tippers, like this one, for Yorkshire Copper Works Ltd, with a steel 
dropside body, with under-body ram. (CC) 















32 


Uppers 



In 1957, this short wheelbase 
Leyland Comet ECOS/2/2R, 904 
KMV, was fitted with a Bonallack 8 
cu yd aluminium alloy tipper body, to 
Willment Bros, the civil engineering 
contractors, the enable the company 
to evaluate the capacity of this 
material to stand up to particularly 
heavy work. 



A This Leyland Comet was fitted with a dumper-style body, with scow end 
and over-cab protection, again by Bonallack. It also had a cab built by the 
company. Presumably the use of aluminium was to bring down the unladen 
weight or because of corrosion problems from the substance to be carried. 



A A custom-built Leyland Comet short wheelbase tipper which looks almost 
unreal in this Ford & Slater picture, with its special aluminium-panelled cab 
and short, high-sided body made from aluminium planks, probably both by 
Homalloy. This must also have had a special purpose. (CC) 





















> Looking similar to the Albion 
seen earlier, here we have a 
Seddon Mk5S10 short wheelbase 
tipper, with a 'U'-shaped low-sided 
steelbody, raised by twin under¬ 
body rams, marked for export, 
probably to Rhodesia, where 
Seddon did rather well during the 
post-war years. (CC) 


V We don't seem to have any 'real' 
pictures of Morris tippers. This 
artist's impression from a brochure, 
showing a 'WE' normal control 
5-tonner can be compared with 
the Austin version for Wedgewood 
seen earlier. 
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< Looking rather sad in the snow, this 1957 
Leyland Octopus eight-wheeled bulk tipper has 
a wooden body, which appears to have a cover 
fitted, raised by twin front-end rams. 
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> Closer to home, the National 
Coal Board's Argyll Colliery used 
this 1952 Seddon Mk 5S10 tipper, 
KGA 994, fitted with a high-sided 
steel body and single under-body 
ram. 


Y Another Seddon Mk 5S10, 183 
HPK, new in 1958, seen 'in the 
thick of it', working on site for 
contractor, Aubrey Watson, with a 6 
cu yd steel-panelled dropside body, 
with over-cab protection, raised by 
twin under-body rams. (CC) 




> A 1957 Seddon Mk 14 short 
wheelbase chassis, 512 JMT, fitted 
with a wooden 12 cubic yard tipper 
body for a Sussex construction 
company. (CC) 
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A The largest model in the Seddon range, available for a few years from the late 1950s, was the DD8 double-drive eight-wheeler, which was available as 
a tipper chassis. After a second life on the fairgrounds, this example was restored to its original condition by Richardson of Oldham. 



A The Sentinel underfloor-engined diesel was available as a four-wheeler 
and, as here, DV6/4 six-wheeler, often used as a tipper chassis. OOA 903 
was new in 1953 to Birmingham coal merchants, Wm Cory & Sons, with a 
high-sided wooden body and twin ram under-body tipping gear. 


% A 



A The similar Sentinel DV6/4 six-wheeled tipper, restored by Neil Matlock 
in 'Phoenix coal' livery, has been well-known on the rally scene for many 
years, seen here at an early Classic Commercial Show at Crick. 



An early 1950s line-up of the tipper fleet of agricultural haulier Edwards 
Bros, of Spaldwick, Cambridgeshire, with late 1940s Bedford 'O', two 
Vulcans, and three Seddon Mk 5s, supplied by Douglas Weir of Leicester 
- all powered by Perkins diesel engines. (CC) 



































36 I Uppers 



One of a number of 
Thornycroft 'Sturdy 
Star' diesel three-way 
tippers, with composite 
bodies, supplied in 1955 
to Cheshire County 
Council, for road 
maintenance duties. 


< A Thornycroft Trident, again with the Motor Panels-derived 
cab, fitted with an Eagle aluminium bulk tipping body for coal 
haulier, Peter Slater of Wakefield, seen at the 1954 Commercial 
Motor Show. 


> One of a number of Thronycroft Mighty Antars, converted to 
tippers to haul coal slack at an opencast mine, which worked 
around the clock for many years, until scrapped in 1987. 
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Tarmac 

The Tarmac company is still in business, with its headquarters still in Wolverhampton, supplying building materials, 
although now part of the CRH Group, and the well-known olive green livery is a thing of the past, like the original 
black. The colour picture shows a 1967-68 ERF four-wheeler with LV cab and double-skinned insulated body. The 
Foden Haulmaster six-wheeler with S90 cab dates from the end of the 1970s. The 1967 Guy Big J6 is in the green 
livery and is seen at a roadstone plant, with a Thames Trader in the background, in the previous black livery, which 

can also been seen on the Guy Warrior six-wheeler dating from 1961. 


Here we see a 1952 Atkinson eight-wheeler in the A M Walker 'Midland Hirers' fleet, on contract to Mountsorrel 
Granite, plus a picture of at least 25 Atkinsons in the fleet used for delivering aggregates and roadstone. 


A M Walker 
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A Golden Age 



T he 1960s seem to have been 
a 'Golden Age' for many of 
us. Perhaps it's an age thing, 
but this decade was one when 'old 
met new' in many respects, with many 
new developments running alongside 
traditional ways of doing things. This was 
certainly true of the transport industry - 
including tippers. 

At this time, commercial vehicles were 
generally getting bigger. Articulation 
was the coming thing, along with more 
specialisation and mechanical handling. 

Not only could artics carry more, but 
different trailers could be used for different 
work with the same tractor unit. Many 
materials were increasingly being moved in 
bulk, which is where tippers scored. 

As well as the artics, rigids were getting 
bigger and ways of increasing the payload 
were being tried. We have a special 
'Add an Axle' section here, with different 
basically lightweight lorries, fitted with a 
second steering axle or a third trailing axle 
to increase the legal payload - maintain the 
correct axle loadings - without resorting to 
a heavier type of lorry. 

This was also the decade when other 


AEC was always a big player at the heavy end of the market. In the 
early 1960s, the company was still producing chassis to be fitted with 
coachbuilt cabs, like this Park Royal-equipped Marshal six-wheeler, with 
an alloy bulk tipping body, seen before visiting the paintshop. 


A Exports were also a major part of AEC's production at this time, exemplified by this Monarch four- 
wheeler, with another style of cab, fitted out as a dumper, the over-cab guard sitting in the body. 


specialist vehicles, still based on tippers, 
or tipper technology, like bulk blowers and 
skip loaders, were being introduced. We've 
included these is a separate special section 
at the end. 

Meanwhile, certain makes of lorry were 
coming to the fore as particularly suited to 


standing up to the 'rough and ready' world 
of the tipper, although it has to be said that 
many vehicles had long performed on and 
off-road way beyond their design limits, 
when it would be thought that a dedicated 
dumper would have been more suitable. 

Transport operators and vehicle builders 
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< By the end of the decade, AEC chassis were 
being fitted with the Ergomatic cab, like this 
Mammoth Major eight-wheeler, GHD 950H, 
fitted with an all-alloy bulk tipping body, raised 
by front-mounted twin rams, with a tare weight 
of 8 tons, allowing a legal load of 16 tons within 
24 tons gross on four axles, for a Yorkshire 
haulier. 


Y This 1969 AEC Mercury 24 ton gcw tractor 
unit was photographed pulling a Neville 
'Omnitrailer', an interesting concept of a short 
semi-frameless dumper trailer. 
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have always been ready to face the 
challenges resulting from developments in 
other fields of industry. This they succeeded 
in doing in no small way during the 1960s, 
and many of the solutions which overcame 
the problems of that time can still be seen 
with us today. «S* 



Built in 1966-67 to take the 
maximum bulk load at 32 
tons gross on five axles, here 
is an AEC Mammoth Major 
six-wheeled unit, with a very 
high-sided frameless tipping 
trailer, for Biffa, the waste 
disposal company. 
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A One of a fleet of Albion Reiver six-wheeled tippers, 238 AUS from I960, being used 
A A long wheelbase Albion Reiver double dropside bulk by Glasgow Corporation on the demolition of buildings at the northern approaches to 

tipper, 429 CBE, new in 1962, with Telehoist tipping gear, for the new Clyde Tunnel. The body, built by Garage Equipment Ltd, was raised by Edbro 

G H Blow of Laceby in Lincolnshire. 5LNX tipping gear. 



Quarry owners, Judkins of Nuneaton operated a number of 
Albion Super Reiver 20 six-wheeled tippers, like LAC 561-3E 
of 1967, with 11 cu yd insulated alloy bodies by Goddards of 
Oadby, with Edbro 5LN tipping gear. 




A Another Albion Super Reiver 20, GSD 124E from the same year, was 
operated by James Cherry of Stevenston, transporting road, building, 
excavated and demolished materials, in its 16 cu yd alloy body, built by 
Bonallack Scottish Ltd and fitted by Scottish Aviation Ltd, with Edbro 5LNS 
twin-ram tipping gear. 

< John Biesty Ltd started in the 1860s, in the horse and cart days, and 
was the first haulier to have a hydraulic tipper. This 16 ton gvw Albion 
Super Clydesdale, HNB 678E of 1967, had the Ergomatic tilt cab, power 
steering and double reduction rear axle. The alloy body was by Gilbraith 
Commercials, raised by Edbro 4LNS tipping gear. The company also ran a 
similarly-equipped Albion Super Reiver six-wheeler. 
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A1 : A rare Albion Caledonian eight-wheeler, with the LAD cab, fitted with an alloy bulk tipping body and twin rams at the end of the 1960s. 

2: An Albion Reiver 6x4 alloy-bodied tipper is seen with a Leyland Badger tractor unit, with an alloy-bodied York bulk tipping trailer. Both bodies were 
built by Homalloy in 1968. 

3: An Atkinson six-wheeler, URJ 205, registered in Salford in 1961, fitted with an alloy double dropside bulk tipping body, photographed at Watts of 
Lydney, when still quite new, alongside a rare Leyland '2-Tonner'. 

4: Goodier & Sons of Preston used this Atkinson 'Gold Knight' S.2486LX tipper, GRN 401F, new in 1967-68, to carry coal, coke, dolomite and sand, 
between Lancashire and Yorkshire. It had a Gardner 6LX diesel, David Brown 6-500 overdrive gearbox and Kirkstall T48 double drive rear bogie. The 33 
cu yd body was built by the operator, with Edbro tipping gear. 

5: This Cummins-powered Atkinson six-wheeled tractor unit is seen when new in the mid-1960s, with a tandem-axle Dyson tipping trailer, with an alloy 
bulk body, with twin rams contained within the body length and stabiliser beneath. 

6: Another classic Gardner 150-powered Atkinson eight-wheeled bulk tipper from the era, for use hauling coal in the Midlands. (CC) 
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> Seen on test at the start 
of the 1960s, VTM 47 was 
an example of the diesel- 
powered medium wheelbase 
normal control J6 with steel 
tipping body, which Bedford 
was offering for 6 ton loads, 
although they were often over¬ 
loaded in those days. 


Y The normal control TJ' 
remained popular with some 
operators, as shown by this 
petrol-engined 6 ton short 
wheelbase wooden-bodied 
tipper from 1969, being 
offered for sale a few years 
later. 







fl'i i. 



A At the same time, the forward control TK range was introduced. This is 
a 'KH' with a steel dropside tipper-body, being tested off-road soon after 
introduction. 



A Some Bedford TK chassis were fitted with steel dumper-style bodies for 
work on and off-road, like this example, supplied by Ford & Slater, seen 
before painting or registration. (CC) 
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A This early long wheelbase Bedford TK, 67 AJF 
of 1960, was fitted with a high dropsided tipper 
body for Frank Berry, a scrap merchant based in 
Leicester. (CC) 


A This short wheelbase Bedford Tk tipper had a high-sided alloy bulk tipper body, built by 
Bray of Leicester, for the transport of coal by Facer Bros of Quorn. (CC) 


< The Bedford RL 4x4 chassis, based on the earlier S Type, remained available during 
the 1960s, as shown by this 1961 example, 57 EMJ, with a steel tipping body, splashing 
through the mud for a publicity shot. 




A By the end of the decade, the 'MK' a 4x4 version of the Bedford TK, was fitted with a high-sided alloy bulk tipper body, built by Geo Bray of Leicester, 
for civil engineering contractors who required off-road performance. 
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O 



A1: Later in the decade, Bedford introduced the KM 16-tonner. This 1967 example had an alloy tipping body, which was raised by twin-ram Spenborough 
tipping gear. 

2: A striking side-on shot of a Bedford KM tipper, with its steel body fully raised. 

3: This 1969 Bedford KM had a high-sided tipping body for coal haulage, in the fleet of W Smith of Leicester. (CC) 

4: A 1969 Bedford KMR with alloy tipping body in the Hall & Co fleet, in the unmistakable colours of RMC, poses for a publicity shot for a brochure. 

5: A BMC FFK fitted with a short dumper body. Note the brush guard added in front of the grille, as it was expected to cope with some rough ground. 

6: This Dodge 300 Series short wheelbase four-wheeled tipper for Midland Gravel Co Ltd, supplied by Parrs of Leicester, was obviously fitted with Edbro 
tipping gear, judging by the number plate in this promotional shot. (CC) 

















1960s 


45 




A A Dodge K800 13 ton gross four-wheeled tipper seen undergoing a 
press test, with a fuel-measuring device on the front bumper, when new in 


1967. 


A The K or 500 series tilt-cab Dodge was available as a factory-built six¬ 
wheeler for tipping work, like this example for quarry operator, Braziers of 
Ware, Hertfordshire. 



A A 1962 Perkins-powered ERF 64P, with the KV cab, with a steel dropside 
tipper body, now preserved and seen at a rally. 


A An unusual ERF 66GSF six-wheeler with the 'Sabrina' version of the KV 
cab, with alloy tipper body and twin rams, ready for the paint shop. 



A A side view of a mid-1960s ERF 68G with a 20ft Neville 25 cu yd body. 
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> S Jones (Aldridge) Ltd from the West Midlands was always known as 
an ERF user. This 1965 Cummins-powered tractor unit with the LV cab is 
seen with an all-steel tipping trailer for scrap haulage. 


Y Below left: A late-1960s ERF 64G four-wheeled tipper for J Watts of 
Nottingham, with a high fixed-sided body for the transport of coal. 

Below right: An ERF 66G six-wheeler, with a substantial double-dropside 
alloy tipping body from the late 1960s. 

Bottom: The well-known livery of Widdecombe in the Moor, Devon-based 
operator Harris & Miners adorns this ERF 68GX tipper. It shows the very 
long wheelbase, which was a legal requirement for an eight-wheeler to 
work at the maximum gross weight of 30 tons at the time. 
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A Another ERF, this time a 64GXB tractor unit for G W Davison & Sons, of 
Gainford, Co Durham, with the type of chassis-less tipper trailer pioneered 
by Hoynor, with a single front-end ram on the unmistakable Neville 26 ft 
body. 


A Up to 1965, Ford's offering for a tipper chassis was the Thames Trader. 
This late short wheelbase example, with the Mk 2 grille and typical steel 
body, BHU 180C, was preserved in the livery of A & J Bull of Mitcham in 
1999, but is now to be see in McGovern colours. 


A We couldn't put together something on tippers and not show a Transit. 
This Ford Press Office picture from the late 1960s, shows a lightweight 
tipper, based on the long wheelbase chassis, powered by the 2 litre Ford V4 
petrol engine. It was distributed to show: "One of the many reasons for the 
broad popularity of the Ford Transit range is the outstanding chassis design 
onto which special bodies can be fitted". 'Nuff said... 


A This time the ERF tractor unit is coupled to a high volume, 60 cu yd 
Neville 'U'-shaped fixed-sided tipper body with Edbro 7 CAN twin-ram 
tipping gear, on a York TY22 trailer chassis - featuring the company's 
typical diamond-shaped cut-outs to reduce unladen weight. 


A A fleet of Thames Trader tippers, seen outside the operator's premises, 
Spencer's Garage in Leicester. (CC) 


A Moving up the weight range, here we have a non-HGV tipper - under 3 
tons unladen then, later below 7.5 tonnes gross - an 1968-69 Ford D Series, 
OVP 257G, with a lightweight aluminium dropside body, with a single front- 
end ram. 
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A1 : With the D Series, Ford added higher capacity vehicles, with a six-wheeled chassis, as here with this DTI 700 24-ton gross tipper, powered by a 
Perkins 185 bhp V8 diesel. With a 195 in wheelbase, a 21 ft long long Neville aluminium body, with heavy-duty capping rail , high-tensile steel sub-frame 
and single front-end tipping gear. 2: Like other Ford lightweights before it, the D Series was capable of carrying a dumper-type body, as here with this 
Vickers-bodied six-wheeler, showing off its rear bogie's capabilities off-road, with 'super single tyres'. 

3: Another late 1960s Ford D Series six-wheeler, fitted with a different style of aluminium body - the maker's badge is too small to read - with the twin- 
ram tipping gear still favoured by many operators at the time. (CC) 4: A frameless Neville DTS12 Mk II 'Dumptrailer', coupled to a Ford D1000 24 ton 
tractor unit. The steel body, with Rubery Owen axle and suspension, was raised by an Edbro 5SC four-stage ram assembly, with a short radial arm. The 
similar 'Omnitrailer' had a separate trailer frame. 5: Foden continued to be a major supplier of tipper chassis into the 1960s, like this S20-cabbed eight¬ 
wheeler, seen on the bodybuilder's stand at the 1960 Commercial Motor Show. The high-sided 30 cu yd tipper was for waste specialist W W Drinkwater 
of Willesden. 6: A similar S20 eight-wheeled bulk tipper was supplied to Richard Biffa Ltd, of Wembley. You can just see that the body is fitted with 'barn 
doors' at the rear, a common fitment on waste tippers. 


DU 
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A Another Foden eight-wheeler with the coachbuilt S20 cab, actually new in 
late 1959, UYE 256, fitted with an aluminium body for aggregate haulage, now 
preserved by John Pearson of Coventry, alongside his later 1967 Foden S21 
glass-fibre cabbed, Neville-bodied ex-Hoveringham vehicle, KNN 616E. (CC) 


A Another Foden S20-cabbed lorry preserved by John Thomas, UYL 838, 
which pulls a single-axle tipper trailer of the era. His Bedford S Type, 3234 
NG, seen behind on Madeira Drive, Brighton, also has a tipping body. 




A A second Foden preserved in Breedon livery, although it now carries 
McGovern colours and a different body, is this S21 -cabbed eight-wheeler, 
LAY 631E. (CC) 



A Seen at the wet cart-marking ceremony in the City of London in 2001, This 
Foden S21 four-wheeler, 6047 DD, with a wooden dropside tipping body, has 
been preserved by its original operator, Moreton C Cullimore, of Stroud. 



A An S24-cabbed Foden eight-wheeled tipper, with a dropside body, 
photographed when new in 1964, to Frederick A Smith, of Whitchurch, Bristol, 
used to carry the ingredients for 'John Innes' compost for gardeners. 



A This 1966-registered S24-cabbed Foden six-wheeled tipper, CSE 557D, 
was used by Parkmore Limes Ltd, of Dufftown, to carry ground limestone 
from its quarries. 
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SCAMMELL 

ROUTEMAN 3 


8x4 RIGID MODELS 



A If there was an archetypal tipper, from the later 1960s through to the 1 C 
cab might not be the obvious choice for a heavy-duty tipper, expected to 
enough knock. 

The type was used for all sorts of tipper applications, from 'muckaway' 
seeming to thrive on hard usage, many lasting in fleets for many years. M 
The gross vehicle weight went up fro 24 tons to 30 tons, depending on 
Routeman was in production from 1964 to 1980. Definitely one of the all-1 
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?90s even, if had to be the Scammell Routeman. Its glass-fibre 'cheese-grater' Michelotti-designed 
do a lot of off-road work, but it was° surprisingly strong and easily repaired if given a hard 


and aggregates to bulk coal and grain, plus tankers, and site transport to long-distance haulage, 
ost of the big names appeared on the Routeman cab, as seen here. 

wheelbase and other specifications, usually 8x4 for tipping applications, as the years passed - the 
time greats when it came to tippers. 














.. . 











SCAMMEU 

ROUTEMAN 3 

For 26, 28 and 30 ton G.V.W. 



SCAMMEU 

ROUTEMAN 3 

8x4 24/26 TONS GVW 
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A1: This bulk waste tipper, based on a Foden S24-cabbed eight-wheeled chassis, for the Greater London Council (GLC), must have looked rather 
imposing in its pale blue livery. 2: One of the fleet of bulk tippers, operated by Horace Kendrick of Walsall, a Foden S24-cabbed eight-wheeler, is seen in 
a promotional picture from Edbro, which supplied the tipping gear and probably built the body as well. 3: The bosses admire a new Foden S24-cabbed 
six-wheeled tractor unit, PPT 595D of 1966, with a Neville bulk tipping trailer, with a special sliding cover, as it loads at a new urea plant at Billingham for ICI 
Agricultural Division. 4: Yet to be registered and seen on delivery to Hoveringham in 1965, this Foden S24 six-wheeled tractor unit has been teamed with a 
tandem-axle tipping trailer. The rather complicated arrangement of the tipping gear beneath the Neville body begs the question whether a traditional body 
on chassis frame would be better. 5: A picture of a Foden eight-wheeled tipper with an export-style S20 cab, with double roof and other detail differences, 
dating from the early 1960s, seen in more recent years still working in Australia. 6: A Foden S36-cabbed eight-wheeler, with Neville body, OET 67H, new in 
1969, to the Slag Reduction Co Ltd, of London SW1, although registered in Rotherham, with two older S21-cabbed vehicles in the company's fleet. 
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A A great line-up of Fodens, six with the older-style S21 'Mickey Mouse' or 
'Sputnik' cab and five with the newly-introduced S36 cab, still made from 
glass-fibre, including MBT 21 IF of 1967, all with Neville tipping bodies, in 
the fleet of W Clifford Watts, of Bridlington. 



A This rather solid-looking dropside tipping body, but probably built from 
lightweight aluminium alloy, was mounted on a Foden S36 eight-wheeled 
chassis, OUA 884F, for grain merchant, Kenneth Wilson Ltd. 



A An impressive shot of two Foden long-wheelbase eight-wheelers 
from 1967-8, UWT 689F and VWU 496F, with S36 cabs and bulk tipping 
bodies, raised by twin front-end rams, showing different arrangements of 
stabilisers and rear mudwings. 



A A 1967 Foden tractor unit with S36 cab, pulling a bulk tipping trailer, 
with an aluminium body on a tandem-axle straight-frame chassis. 



A At the end of the 1960s, some operators, for example, St Albans Sand & Gravel, opted for the Foden half-cab on their vehicles, like this eight-wheeler, 
with a Neville 14 cu yd body, with underfloor tipping gear, aluminium rear wings and 'spill board' for cab protection. 
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Above and Below: Russell of Denny was one operator which specified the 
half-cab for some of its tippers, used both on and off-road, as seen here, 
like PWG 208G, OWG 267G, as well as NWG 14G, compared with S36- 
cabbed NWG 15G. 




A Seen about to leave Guy's Wolverhampton factory is an early six¬ 
wheeled Big J6, with a bulk tipping body, shod with 'super single' rear 
wheels. 



A Foden 6DC/39 
six-wheeled dumper 
chassis this time, 
seen from the rear, 
showing the 13 ft 
long Neville body, 
with underfloor gear, 
with power return 
on the last ram, 
the floor lined with 
impact strips and the 
tailboard fastened 
by air-operated 
clamps. 



A A Guy Invincible eight-wheeler of the early 1960s, bodied by W 
H Goddard of Leicester for a local operator, with this multi-purpose 
aluminium body with deep side extensions and twin rams. (CC) 



> A Guy big J eight-wheeler, TRF 248G, with a double dropside bulk 
tipping body, for W J Howard Transport of Branston, near Burton on Trent. 
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A Another Guy Big J artic, seen on the Harris Motors of Bristol stand at a county show, obviously when this model was new, as there is an Invincible 
behind it, already in an operator's colours. The Big J is coupled to a tipper trailer with a tapered body, a style which was to become more popular as an 
alternative to the usual 'bath-tub' style in the later 1970s-early '80s. 



A Another Guy Big J8 8x4, with the long wheelbase for 30 ton gvw 
operation. With Rolls-Royce 220 diesel power and an aluminium 
aggregates body with twin rams at the front, TMR 935K was actually new 
just into the 1970s, to Smiths of Bletchington, Oxfordshire, still in business, 
with a few Fodens still working in its fleet. 



A A 1967 Guy Big J tractor unit, JAJ 613E, with a tandem-axle twin-ram 
tipping trailer, with an insulated double-skinned body for asphalt haulage, 
in the fleet of W B & R Featherstone of Bishop Auckland. 



A An Ergo-cabbed Leyland Retriever six-wheeler, KHH 41 OF from 1967-68, in the fleet of J Pickavance of St Helens, is seen with the same operator's 
Albion Reiver, EUN 859D from 1966. The long wheelbase of the Retriever can be seen, as are the 'Super Singles' on both vehicles' rear bogies. 
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> This LAD-cabbed Leyland Super 
Comet, dating from the early 
1960s, was fitted with a tipper 
body with a specially shaped rear 
end, for the delivery of ready-mixed 
mortar to building sites. (CC) 


Y An Ergomatic-cabbed long 
wheelbase Leyland Super Comet, 
seen when new, fitted with a typical 
multi-purpose double-dropside 
bulk tipping body, of the type used 
for agricultural haulage. 


A A short wheelbase Leyland Retriever six-wheeler, FLT 51 3C from 1965, 
so one of the first Ergomatic-cabbed vehicles registered, with a high-sided 
bulk tipping body, being loaded with industrial coal or coke, for CAG of 
London W2. 


A An Ergo-cabbed Leyland Octopus eight-wheeler, with a covered tipping 
body with twin rams, for the carriage of cocoa and chocolate, which joined 
the Cadbury's fleet in the late 1960s. 


> Back in the 1960s, Leyland still had a healthy export market, including 
Europe. This Hippo six-wheeler, with a solid-looking tipper body with twin 
under-body rams, was pictured outside a Belgian dealer's premises, before 
delivery to a customer in Aarhus. 
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A Another couple of Hippo six-wheelers with tipper bodies, photographed in 1968 at the docks, on their way to an operator called 'Caltra', in Noumea, 
New Caledonia, via Leyland associate company, Aveling-Barford (New Zealand). 



A An unusual use for a Leyland Octopus, as a tractor with a bulk grain¬ 
carrying semi-trailer in Western Australia, is seen taking wheat from a 
farmer's bin in Yuna. Operated by Christoff & Sons, members of O D 
Transport Pty Ltd, of Esperance, it would run 50 miles to the terminal at 
the port of Geraldton, 300 miles north of Perth. The main part of the load 
is tipped from the trailer, while the grain in the smaller container on the 
unit is unloaded by gravity through side doors. 



A Mercedes-Benz was making efforts to enter the UK lorry market in the 
1960s, as seen here with this 1418 tractor unit, MVA 157F, from 1967-68, 
with a frameless tipping trailer, in the fleet of James Barrie of Lamington 
Quarry in Lanarkshire. 
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A1 : A Scammell Routeman II, CDD 528B of 1964, in the livery of Bourton Transport of Gloucester, with an alloy bulk tipping body, with twin rams, for 
hauling grain and granite. The double-dropside 30 cu yd body can be reduced to a calibrated 18 cu yd when required. 2: Another Scammell Routeman 
II eight-wheeler, with the Michelotti cab, and a Bonallack light alloy triple dropside tipper body, with Edbro 5LN twin-ram tipping gear. The 13 cu yd 
capacity of the low-sided body suggests that J D Beesley & Sons, of St Pauls Cray, Kent, would be carrying dense material. Its name 'Cornish Lass' would 
suggest china clay. 3: Another Hoveringham tipper, this time a Scammell Trunker II three-axle unit, NNN 259F, with a tipping trailer based on a tandem- 
axle chassis, with its single front end ram enclosed in the body. 4: Scania Vabis was also beginning to import lorries for the UK market in the late 1960s, 
like this 20 tons gross six-wheeler, fitted with a Neville 16 ft aluminium alloy body on a subframe from the same material, with Edbro 4LNS tipping gear. 

5: A Seddon 7-tonner, YJU 479, and a Thames Trader tipper, 167 BJU, from 1961 and '62, two four-wheelers used on quarry work in Leicestershire for T 8c 
G Teat, Enderby. (CC) 6: A Seddon 20-6-6, a six-wheeler with the Mk 2 cab introduced in the early 1960s, which could have had a Perkins, AEC or Garder 
engine, 347 GWW from 1963, fitted with a bulk tipping body for Fred Hardy 8c Son of Wakefield for coal haulage. (CC) 
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A The Seddon Mk 2 cab was also fitted to this short wheelbase 16-4, 
847 EBU (Oldham, 1963), fitted with a wooden dropside body for John 
Stevenson of Manchester for aggregates transport. (CC) 
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< An M & G Trailers advert for the company's 
tipping trailers, with an example of a tandem- 
axle bulk tipper for 30/32 tons gross, seen 
coupled to a Seddon 32-4 tractor unit with the 
Mk 2 cab. (CC) 


Y Some Seddon eight-wheelers were sold 
with the new cab. Here is a late SD8, 178 BPW 
(Norfolk, 1962), for R & G Morgan of Horning, 
in the middle of the Norfolk Broads, with an 
aluminium bulk tipping body for coal and coke 
haulage. (CC) 


Tandem lipping trailers, 
30/3 2 lens g.v.w. Length to 
customer s spectfiMUOn. 
Heavy duly lippma Gesr- 
Bpdy sob-frame end ovary 
type of body. a(u<«Iniuim. 
timber or steel can be 
supplied ocHnp-ete: also 
single a«le lipping irailcra 
fflr 34 iqiwg.v.w. 


Romorquet boSColiWliES e*$ieux 
tin tandem. 30/32 ion rues po*Js 

total do vfihicuts charge Longueur 
suivant apicificotion du client. 
Appereil de bastulapft pour irftvau* 

durt Lc laux chassis do la «isse 

eL dtra caitssea de iqus gsnnsa en 
aluminium. boia on acier psuvent 
lire feumis complete; des 
lemorq ues 4 un etsieu pour 21 
tannee p.Lv.c.sont a uasidraponibleE. 


K.ippiinbunstr mi t tandemacftsen. 
30/32 T Gcsamtlohrinuggewicht. 
Lingo nich KundenvOrSChrilied, 
Hocblutalungs- Kippyorriohlung. 
Pis Apfbeuyritergerippe mil 
Aufibauen allEr Art a us Aluminium. 
Hob bd« Slab! simj VoltSandig 
lisfertwr, oinacbsiga Kippanhanger 
fur 24 TGwamtfflhraauflflflwvfcW 
atieh lielerbor, 



A This Seddon 20-6-6LW demonstrator - a 20 ton gross six-wheeler with 
Gardner 6LW engine, makes no secret of the type of rear suspension 
fitted. What it doesn't tell us is who made the substantial-looking tipper 
body. (CC) 



A Seen on the stand of a Seddon dealer, Halls of Finchley, at a show, is 
a 16-Four 12ft 6 in wheelbase chassis, fitted with a Pengco all-aluminium 
welded monocoque 9 cu yd body and Edbro 4LNCS tipping gear, giving a 
tare weight below 5 tons, offering a payload in excess of 11 tons. (CC) 




















A John R Billows, of Pytchley, near Kettering in Northamptonshire, would 
later become a well-known Scania dealer, but in 1965, the company was 
still a haulage contractor. Its fleet included this 13-4-354 short wheelbase 
tipper, EBD 333C. (CC) 


A Hoynor demonstrator, showing the frameless tipping trailer, with 
a tapered body as well, offering a 20 ton payload, but not with the 
Bedford TK tractor unit, to which it was coupled at this late 1960s 
plant show. 





A Tony Knowles' preserved lorry fleet includes this Seddon 24-4 tractor 
unit, which pulls a Boden single-axle bulk tipping trailer. 



A One of the first Volvo F86 six-wheelers registered in the UK by Ailsa 
Trucks in 1967, MHS 351E, in demonstration livery, was fitted with a tipping 
body. 
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Add an Axle 




O ver the years, a popular way of 

increasing the payload of a vehicle 
has been to add an axle. This way, 
quite often, what we would call a 'lightweight' 
four-wheeler becomes a six-wheeler. Sixes and 
even fours have been known to be converted 
to eights, but an extra axle on a four-wheeled 
chassis has always been most common. 

This way, a vehicle which is both cheaper to 
buy and possibly to run, with a lower unladen 
weight, can carry a significantly enhanced 
payload and earn more per mile. Sometimes, 
the lightweight, with its lower-powered 
engine, lower capacity frame and axles, isn't 
quite up to the job, and there is definitely a 
shorter life expectancy. The vehicle will not be 
as able to cope with the demands of off-road 
operation, for example. 

Some operators will always go for the 
'heavy duty' option, looking for durability - a 
longer life, with less likelihood of breakdowns. 
However, there has always been a number 
of companies which offer conversions, using 
an additional axle. During the period we 
are looking at here, the 1960s, Primrose and 
Boyes were two of the main providers of an 
additional axle, whether at the rear - usually 
un-powered - to create a 6x2, or at the 
front, to create a 'ChineseSix'. Here we have 
pictures of a number of different examples. & 

> This Austin FFK was displayed at a trade show, 
with its bulk tipping body raised on the twin 
rams, to show the articulation of the rear bogie, 
after a third axle had been added at the rear. 


A A Primrose conversion of a 1961 Austin-badged BMC FFK four-wheeler, YNR 796, adding a 
second-steer axle to the 7-tonner, increasing the payload to 10 tons, with 105 or 120 bhp to propel 
it. The operator was F W O Biddle, of Groby, Leicester. (CC) 


§1NBl« < 


A This 1962 Bedford TK, 377 CAY, was said to be the first of its type A Another Bedford TK tipper, YVT 245H, from the end of the 1960s, fitted with 

registered, if not in the country, certainly in Leicestershire, for W E Snow, a third axle ahead of the drive axle at the rear, for Llewellyn Transport of Audley, 
of Kirby Muxloe. (CC) Stoke-on-Trent, shows an alternative way of adding an extra 3-4 tons payload. 
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> A vehicle which has done remarkably well to 
survive into preservation is this 1934 Dennis, BU 
9014, which not only sports a 1950s cab, but has 
also had a second steering axle added in its long 
working life. 


Y The Dodge 300 Series with the LAD cab was 
a popular lorry to have a third axle added, to 
create a 6x2 or 6x4, if both rear axles were 
driven, as here with this example ready for 
delivery with a tipping body. 





A Here is a similar Dodge 300 Series six-wheeler, DME 
649A, in the livery of Peters & Barham, fitted with a steel 
tipping body, of the type commonly known as 'muckaway', 
strongly-built for use by demolition contractors to carry 
away spoil, as well as deliver aggregates. 



Left and above: Newly restored and seen at this 
year's Gaydon classic commercials show, was this 
Dodge 300 Series, TRF 546C, with its Primrose 
second-steer axle, which worked on aggregates 
haulage. It is in the preserved fleet of Lea Bros 
of Edgmond, Shropshire, which also includes 
a similar four-wheeler, CCL 192C with a bulk 
tipping body, which spent its working life with an 
East Anglian farmer, and other Dodge models. 
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1: The Thames Trader was a popular model for the addition of a third axle 
for tipping work, by County Commercials of Fleet, Hampshire, among 
other companies. Here is 4296 RO of 1961, a demonstrator for Dial-Mec of 
Hertford, with a steel body. 

2: Perhaps the width, to cope with restricted access, was a governing 
factor, along with cost and payload, when Southern Gas chose this Thames 
Trader six-wheeler, WCR 61 of 1958, fitted with a high-capacity lightweight 
aluminium alloy tipping body for the delivery of coke in bulk. 

3: A more unusual vehicle to have a third axle fitted, especially a second- 
steer, was this Guy Warrior, KFA 56 of 1959, in the fleet of bulk coal haulier, 
A Fletcher of Ibstock, Leicestershire. 

4: Another less common type to have a third axle fitted was this 1960 
Seddon 7-tonner, 6725 VF, which became a 10-tonner for 'coal and coke 
factors', R & G Morgan, of Horning, in the Norfolk Broads area. 
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Tilcon 

Tilcon, formerly Tilling Construction Services Ltd, and 
now part of Anglo American pic, was one of the non- 
nationalised companies, part of the well-known bus 
operating group, formed in 1970 by the merger of 
three existing subsidiaries. The blue and maroon livery 
was well-known on the vehicles of this producer of 
aggregates and ready-mixed concrete. 

Here we have three different Foden eight-wheelers in 
the Tilcon fleet from the 1970s, an S39-cabbed example 
from 1970, being loaded with sand, an S80 from the 
middle of the decade, ready for delivery, and an S90- 
cabbed Haulmaster from 1979. 




Alexandra Stone 


Alexandra Stone was a company based in Kirby Muxloe in Leicestershire, now part of Stonecraft, running DAF lorries, 
which supplied flagstones and similar products. Its 1936 ERF four-wheeled tipper was fitted with an attractive curvaceous 
cab. After the war, the company appears to have turned to Bedford for its fleet, seen here with an S Type tipper on the 

right, alongside S and O Type dropsiders. 
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T he 1970s were not easy times for many 
people. There was a lengthy depression, 
there was a lot of industrial strife, with 
the three-day week resulting from strikes, as 
the workforce wanted a better share, while 
many managers did a poor job, in particular not 
responding well, as the export market suffered 
a lot of competition from manufacturers in 
other countries, indeed, made inroads into the 
UK market - and so on. 

As far as vehicles were concerned, a lot went 
on much as before - apart from the influx of 
foreign-built lorries, which soon made their 
presence felt on the UK market. Unfortunately, 
the domestic lorry-builders' response was too 
little and too late. Meanwhile, most tippers 
of the early 1970s looked much the same as 
those of the 1960s, especially in terms of the 
bodywork. 

There were some changes in the 
Construction & Use Regulations, which brought 
the UK in line with its European friends and 
neighbours, with gross weights replacing 
unladen weights and payloads in the way 
vehicles were defined and talked about, but the 
basic vehicle specifications were little changed, 
although payloads did increase a little. 

For enthusiasts like us, the 'Golden Age' 
of the 1960s carried on for a while - after all, 
the last thing we want to see is too much 
change... 


Hard Times - Again 


A picture which says a lot: typical of its era, but one of the last of 
the line in changing times. A 1972 AEC Mammoth Major 8 30 tons 
gross eight-wheeled steel-bodied tipper, for both aggregates and 
'muckaway', fitted with the AEC AV760 diesel engine. This type 
of AEC was capable of going on-site and carrying the maximum 
payload on the road for E F Phillips & Sons of Parkstone. 


A Another 1972 AEC Mammoth Major 8 tipper, based in South Wales, fitted with an aluminium alloy 
body to save a little unladen weight and increase payload to the absolute maximum. 























A What might have been: an artist's heavily re-touched picture from 1970, of a proposed 
styling re-vamp of the Albion Reiver RE40 6x4 rigid, for operation at 22 tons gvw, fitted with 
the 401 engine. As it turned out, the Reiver stayed with the LAD cab, while the Super Reiver 
used the LAD cab, as seen to the right. 
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A For good measure, a similar re-touched picture, showing a 
proposal for the Albion Clydesdale CD41 24 tons gross tractor 
unit. The original picture showed a 'bulk blower' - which 
strictly ought to be in another section, but we'll show this here 
alongside the Reiver re-style which didn't happen. 


A An Albion Super Reiver six-wheeler from the same year, 
fitted with the Ergo cab, and an all-welded aluminium body, 
for D H Loveday & Son of Hemel Hempstead. (CC) 


A A publicity shot of a Gardner 180-powered Atkinson Defender eight¬ 
wheeled bulk tipper in the livery of Hanson of Wakefield - with 'greedy 
boards' to increase the capacity, being loaded by an aged Weatherill front- 
end loader. 


A Tippers have not always been about maximum weight. There has always 
been a requirement for a smaller vehicle from small builders and the like. 
This Bedford KC, with a tipper body, for operation at a gross weight of 
7.1 tons - so a non-HGV - dated from 1974, when the regulations became 
based on gross rather than unladen weights. 


A A 1972 Yorkshire-registered Atkinson Searcher six-wheeler, with a long 
wheelbase for a tipper, also Gardner 180-powered, for M & J Haulage. 


TRUCK & BUS 
DIVISION 


Albion Reiver RE40 6x4 rigid 22ton gvw. Engine: 401 
138 bty nt 2400 rev/min. 

Built by Albion Motors Ltd. 

Embargo: Not for publication before August 21. 1970. 


NEGATIVE 

NUMBER 

205284 
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A1 : In the 1970s, you were as likely to see a Bedford KM six-wheeler as a four-wheeler, like this 
Forestry Commission tipper with an aluminium body. 2: There was also a move to articulated tippers 
at this time, although this Bedford KM, with its single axle trailer for Kings, based in West Scotland, 
although by now part of the Tarmac group, wasn't really typical. This would be for aggregates or 
roadstone, whereas most artic tipper trailers would be tandem-axle bulkers. 3: In 1976, Bedford 
introduced the TM, designed for maximum gross weights. This TM 6x4 tipper, fitted with a steel 
body and powered by a Detroit Diesel 6V-71 two-stroke, was designed for 30 tons gvw. 4: The 
TS3-powered Commer Maxiload remained popular with many operators into the 1970s, notably as a 
four-wheeled bulk tipper, like this one seen at Gaydon a few years back, in the livery of Staffordshire- 
based Howell Bros. (CC) 5: Another late Commer four-wheeler from 1973, this time more likely 
the Perkins-powered model, with a high-sided dropside tipping body. 6 and 7: No sooner had the 
Commer 'Commando', with its new style of cab, replaced most of the previous models in the range, 
but owner Chrysler re-badged them as Dodges. Here we have a 1976 Commer G7575 7.5 ton gross 
tipper for builder, Hedley Batchelor, of Leicester, and a similar 1977 vehicle for Leicester Home & 
Garden supplies, badged as a Dodge. (CC) 
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> A Commer Commando 
G1585 steel-bodied 
dropside tipper for a 
Leicester-based contractor 
represents the higher 
weight four-wheeler in the 
range, which went on to 
carry Dodge and finally 
Renault badges during the 
1980s. (CC) 




A DAF was one of the European lorry manufacturers to make inroads 
into the UK market during the 1970s. Here is an early DAF F2200 eight¬ 
wheeler, with aluminium aggregates body, from 1974, showing off its 
bogie articulation in a press photograph. 




A Later in the decade, in 1978, the model had been developed into the 
DAF FAD 2305 DHU 8x4 chassis, an example of which is seen here on 
test. 



A Something of a throw-back, a late-registered ERF LV-cabbed four- 
wheeler from 1980, with a dropside tipping body with twin-rams, of D 
Reed of Dalston, Cumbria. 

< While Commers were re-badged as Dodges, this company carried 
on with its K or 500 Series models, adding the Barreiros 300, built by 
Chrysler's Spanish subsidiary, for maximum weight tractor units, six and 
eight-wheelers, like this aluminium bulker-bodied example, with Edbro 
single-ram tipping gear, which was becoming the norm. 
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A An early 1970s fleet line-up of six LV-cabbed ERF 66G Gardner-powered 
six-wheeled tippers, with insulated bodies for roadstone or aggregates, of 
the well-known Leicestershire-based Bardon Hill Quarries. (CC) 



A A 1973 ERF LBG 242 three-axle rigid chassis, for 24 tons gvw, fitted 
with Edbro tipping gear and a 17.8 cu yd dropside with side extensions 
to create a bulk - or 'greedy boards' - bulk tipping body by Wilcox, for 
Knowles of Wimblington, Cambridgeshire, which was displayed at the 
1973 RHA Tipper Convention, held at Blackpool in those days. 



A A fine 1971 ERF 68G eight-wheeler, with bulk tipping body, for J Bairner, of Douglas, Lanark. 































A1 : The ERF B Series range included eight-wheeled models suitable for 
tipper applications. In 1978, they were being marketed as the Trail Blazer' 
range, including this B Series 31R4, with Rolls-Royce 265 engine, Fuller 
9-speed gearbox and aluminium all-purpose tipping body. 

2: A 1978 ERF 8x4 B Series tipper, with a George Neville aluminium alloy 
body, with single ram, for G Harrison haulage. 

3: Representing the move to artics for bulk tipping work, here is a 
Rolls-Royce 265L-powered ERF B Series sleeper-cabbed tractor unit 
with a tandem-axle tipping trailer, with an aluminium body with inclined 
strengthening ribs, in fashion for a time, which would have operated at 
32 tons gross, for Yorkshire-based S A Bell. 

4: An ERF B Series tractor unit from the late 1970s, in the fleet of Russell of 
Bathgate, seen a few years later with a tri-axle straight-framed bulk tipping 
trailer, for operation at 38 tonnes gross, delivering a load of coal. 

5: Another Continental manufacturer to make its mark on the UK market 
during the 1970s was Fiat. Here a dealer's demonstration 684T tractor unit 
is seen with a tandem-axle straight-frame 'bath-tub' aluminium-bodied 
tipping trailer. 


o 



A The Ford D Series continued to be popular with many transport 
operators during the 1970s, not least the D2417 and D2418 - with 
Perkins or Cummins V8 diesel engines - which made a very capable and 
economical lightweight six-wheeler for tipping applications, like this scow- 
ended example for a plant hire company. 
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A Foden eight-wheelers made up a significant proportion of the tippers 
on the roads during the 1970s. This S39-cabbed example with a low-sided 
aluminium aggregates body dated from the early years of the decade. (CC) 



A This Foden S39 eight-wheeler with its aluminium body raised by twin- 
rams, dated from 1971. 



A An imposing view of another Foden S39 eight-wheeler, with its twin-ram 
aluminium tipping body fully raised. The body has deeper sides and 'barn 
doors' at the rear, rather than a tailgate. 



A Seen climbing out of a quarry, this Foden S39 eight-wheeler, with a 
1972 Somerset registration, in the fleet of Anglo American Asphalt, has a 
double-skinned insulated aluminium body. 


A Two more S39-cabbed Foden eight-wheeled tippers, dating from 1971, 
for Road Materials (Middlesbrough) Ltd. They have slightly different styles 
of aluminium body. 
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> By 1977, the Foden S80 was the 
eight-wheeler of choice as a tipper for 
many companies, like Liverpool-based 
Biesty, although the S39 cab was 
revived for a lightweight six wheeler at 
that time, as seen on the right. 


Y Other operators opted for the 
Foden S80 on six-wheelers, as well 
as eights, as shown by these two 
1977 examples for Scotland's Central 
Regional Council, with insulated 
tipping bodies. 
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A Another Scottish contractor, I & H Brown, operated this 1975 Foden S80 
tipper, with its steel 'muckaway'-style tipping body. 


< Gask Farms also used this Gardner 240-powered S80 tractor unit, with 
its short tandem-axle tipping trailer seen being loaded with sand. 
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A Foden continued to enjoy limited success in export markets in the 
1970s, even in Europe, as shown by this S80 eight-wheeled tipper in the 
fleet of Dutch company, Bruil, which operated at 34 tons gross. 


< During the 1970s, Foden also offered the S40 cab on various chassis, 
including eight-wheeled tippers, like this long wheelbase demonstrator 
from 1971. Unusually at this time, the aluminium body was raised by twin 
rams, located outside the chassis frame, harking back to earlier times. 
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A The S40 cab was also fitted to some six-wheelers, like this tipper, which 
was probably for an export customer, as it was fitted with left hand drive. 


A In 1974, Foden announced its new 'Universal' range, at the Amsterdam 
RAI show. This featured the all-steel S90 cab, while this example, with a 
steel tipping body on a six-wheeled chassis, was powered by a Cummins 
220 12 litre engine. 



An Edbro steel-bodied 
tipping body, fitted to a 
Foden with an S40 cab. 
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< The Foden Super 
Haulmaster followed on, 
again mainly aimed at 
export markets, with the 
S90 cab, here in sleeper 
form, on a three-axle 
tractor unit with Cummins 
E290 engine and Foden 
gearbox and axles, pulling 
a Carrimore tipping trailer, 
offering a 65 tonnes gross 
combination weight (GCW), 
with a 45 tonnes or 27 cubic 
metres payload. 



A In the UK, most operators stuck with the S80/S83-cabbed models, until 
the Haulmaster and Fleetmaster models with the S90 cabs became the 
norm at the end of the decade, as on these two six-wheeled tipper for 
Ross of Inverness. 



A Well-known in the London area for its tipper operations, A & J Bull of 
Mitcham ran a large fleet of Fodens, like this 1978 Haulmaster 30 tonnes 
gross eight-wheeler, with Gardner 6LXC engine, Foden 8-speed gearbox, 
30 cu yd Wilcox welded all-aluminium bulk body and Edbro ED16 tipping 
gear. It would be used mainly for clearing refuse from the company's 
transfer stations, to its land-fill sites. 
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The Guy Big J had its 
followers and continued 
as a range of no-frills 
heavy lorries from British 
Leyland through the 
1970s. This 1971 Big J4T 
tractor unit of M C Hart 
Transport, of Wednesbury 
was on contract to Lytag, 
pulling a suitably high¬ 
sided, but short tandem- 
axle tipping 
trailer. 
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> The grille panel was changed on 
the Guy Big J in the early 1970s, 
not making the vehicle any prettier, 
as seen on this long wheelbase 
30 tons gross eight-wheeled 
bulk tipper, used by the Central 
Electricity Generating Board to 
transport solid fuel to its Croydon 
power station. 


A Leyland enjoyed its share of the lorry market across the weight range 
during the 1970s. This Boxer four-wheeler, seen with an array of badges in 
preservation, would have worked at 12 tons gross, with its timber dropside 
tipping body. (CC) 


A In the mid-1970s, in spite of the artist's re-touched pictures of Ergo- 
cabbed vehicles and fine words about keeping the ranges going, the 
Albion - and BMC - names were dropped and the Reiver six-wheeler, now 
fitted with the 'Pilot' tilt cab, first used in the 1960s on the BMC 'FJ' range, 
became a Leyland model. This Reiver six-wheeled bulk tipper of Pykett 
Bros of Newark represents the type. 



A Meanwhile, the BMC models like the Mastiff became Leylands. This Leyland 
Super Mastiff six-wheeled demonstrator, with the Pilot or G cab face-lifted with 
new-style lettering, was fitted with a Task Tip aluminium tipping body. 



A In the early 1970s, alongside the Albion Reiver, there was also a Leyland 
lightweight six-wheeled model, offering a 141/2 ton payload, called the 
Bear, aimed at tipper and mixer operators. 
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A The main Leyland 6x4 model for tipper applications during the 1970s 
was the Bison, with the higher-mounted Ergo cab and up-dated grille, like 
this 1976 example with a steel 15 cu yd body tipped by a single front ram. 



A Another Leyland Bison, seen before delivery from the dealer, Ford & 
Slater, a 1979 example with an insulated tipper body, for Walter Smith of 
Groby, Leicestershire. (CC) 



Tippers like this Leyland Bison 
2, dating from 1980, rarely 
survive into preservation in this 
sort of original condition. 


> Leyland re-introduced the Octopus eight-wheeler to its range in the mid- 
1970s. With the later-style higher-mounted Ergo cab, and a range of wheelbases 
to suit various operations, including tipping, the new Octopus offered a good 
payload. The turbo-charged fixed-head 502 or 511 engine was a weak point. 

This 1976 Sheffield-registered example was operated by Hinckleys. 
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German manufacturer Magirus Deutz was another Continental 
lorry-maker to enter the UK market in the 1970s, with its air-cooled 
diesel-powered models. This 232 eight-wheeler, with a Samsonlite 
aluminium tipper body, represents a type which made an 
impression, on the market for operators lik£ demolition contractors. 
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A1 : An earlier example of the Magirus Deutz 'Saturn' bonneted type, which certainly made an impression from the 1960s to the 1980s, with civil 
engineering contractors, on road-building schemes around the UK. 

2: Mercedes-Benz bonneted tippers and dumpers saw much the same limited use in the UK, although the forward control models did start to make an 
impression on the market, which was consolidated in the next decade. 

3 and 4: It would be the 1980s before MAN made an impression on the rigid tipper market in the UK, although a good number of tractor units were 
sold. A few MAN bonneted and forward control tippers and dumpers like these were used on site work, however. 

5: A Scammell Contractor, equipped as a six-wheeled tractor unit, with a new type of Carrimore displacement type tipping gear and high capacity 
Anthony Carrimore tipping trailer, offering a 65 tons gcw, seen in 1978. 

6: The Scammell Routeman III continued to be one of the leading eight-wheeled tipper models in the UK right through the 1970s. This 1978 example for 
Amey Roadstone, with a Task Tip insulated double-skinned aluminium body was the first to be fitted with the new Leyland TL11 diesel engine. The type 
would go on into the 1980s, until replaced by the T45 Constructor. 
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A 



A Scania began to make an impression on the tipper market during the late 1970s. This 1989 Scania 86 six-wheeler with a bulk tipper body, was being 
loaded with coal by a mobile conveyor, direct from a rail wagon. 


/SPEEDLINK UH-LMy 



A Plenty of Scania tractor units, like this 110 Super from 1972, were used 
with tipping semi-trailers on bulk work, which were becoming increasingly 
popular through the 1970s. 


A Seddon's 16-Four chassis with Motor Panels steel cab, was regularly 
used as the basis of both short and long wheelbase 16 ton gross tippers, 
like this dropside bulker, used on agricultural haulage in Scotland and since 
preserved. (CC) 



A different style of long wheelbase tipper 
with a steel body with lower sides, on a 
Seddon 16-Four chassis from 1971 for a 
Leicestershire operator. (CC) 
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SEDDON ATKINSON 400 



Above and left: After Seddon and Atkinson joined forces, the 400 range 
produced from 1976 onwards included an eight-wheeler, suitable for 
tipper applications, like these bulkers for Rainford of Liverpool, seen in the 
Seddon Atkinson 400 brochure of the late 1970s. 


Shifting the load 
for industry 
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< An advert from 
the late 1970s for 
Weightlifer welded 
aluminium tipper 
bodies, suitable 
for rigid and artic 
vehicles, built 
in Brigg, South 
Humberside, which 
featured a vehicle in 
the fleet of well- 
known Grimsby 
operator, T H Brown. 
(Ray Newcomb 
collection) 
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A Alongside the Seddon Atkinson 400 Series for maximum weight tractor 
and eight-wheeler operation, the company introduced the new 200 Series 
16-tonners, with a lower-mounted cab and, initially, International D 358 
diesel engines and Eaton gearboxes. This 1976 example with 12 ft 6 
in wheelbase, for Mor-Mac Ltd of Bristol, was fitted with an aluminium 
planked dropside tipper body. 

< Hoveringham was among the operators which tried chassis from the 
Continental lorry-makers during the late 1970s, although this Volvo F86 
would have been built in Irvine, Scotland. It was fitted with this operator's 
usual George Neville aluminium body. 


A At the same time, the Seddon Atkinson 300 Series 24 ton gross six¬ 
wheeler was produced with the lower cab, like this example from 1979, for 
Tilcon, with a Carrimore aluminium insulated roadstone body. 


A Volvo F86 tractor unit from the turn of 
the 1970s, in the Foster Yeoman fleet, with 
a York BC 30 tandem-axle straight-frame 
tipper trailer, fitted with Pegco all-welded 
alloy monocoque body, 26 ft long, 
weighing 4 tons 7cwt, offering a good 
payload at the plated weight of 30 
tons gross. 









82 


Uppers 


HVDay 

The first of two Leicestershire tipper operators featured here is H V Day of Glenfield, Leicester, which appears to 
have specialized in coal haulage, for which the late 1940s Morris-Commercial CV normal control short wheelbase 
wooden-bodied tippers were fitted with side extensions. The driver of the later Morris-badged FFK with double 
dropsides from 1958 is watching his lorry being loaded under the coal hopper. The company continued to run Morris 
vehicles, while one of the owners sons was apprenticed to a Morris dealer. The firms allegiance moved to Foden 
when another son was apprenticed to a Foden dealer, as seen by the 1963 S21 -cabbed eight-wheeled high-sided 
bulk tipper here. The company was later taken over by the Murphy Bros group. 



J V Warner 

J V Warner of Markfield, Leicester might have started by operating buses in the 1930s, but was another transport 
company based in the same area, although this time specializing in the haulage of aggregates and roadstone. Here 
we see an Albion Reiver six-wheeler from 1963, and the company's earlier fleet of Leyland Comets lined-up back at 

base during the 1950s. 
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Modem Days 


T his section was originally going to 

cover the years from the 1980s up to 
the present, but has turned out to be 
mainly pictures from 30 years or so ago, with 
just a few representing the developments of 
a couple of manufacturers since. 

The 1980s saw the UK economy improving 
- albeit not consistently - with a number of 
sectors doing well, notably banking, with 
construction and others following on. There 
has always been the need to build more 
houses, warehouses, if not factories, and 
roads. 

We still need to eat, so agricultural 
transport continues, even if more of the 
produce is imported than we might like. The 
coal and iron and steel industries are all but 
gone, but there are other commodities to be 
moved around. The tipper market continued 
to thrive, even if what we might think of as 
the good times were past. 

British vehicle manufacturers continued 
to suffer, more or less giving up on exports, 
and fighting a losing battle in the UK market. 
They are all gone now, but a few were still 
going, if not doing well, during the 1980s. 
One good thing is that most vehicles 
continue to be bodied in the UK, if not as 
locally as they once were, while the same is 
generally true of trailers. 

The good times are over, in terms of 
British-made vehicles, and we don't intend 
to dwell on this, with a long drawn-out 
section on their decline, but there are some 
pictures of some fine-looking tippers, which 
bring back memories of around 30 years 
ago... ❖ 




A We didn't know it at the time, but Bedford's TL middleweights were the company's last gasp, 
before General Motors pulled the plug, and one of the UK's most popular lorry ranges ended quite 
suddenly in 1986. This TL 1630 steel-bodied tipper for operation at 16 tonnes gross should have 
been a winner, as a development of the evergreen TK, with the addition of a tilt-cab, among other 
features, but it was really too little, too late. 



A The Bedford TL 2440 24 tonnes gross 6x4 tipper chassis, like this one with an aluminium bulk 
tipper body, seen in a quarry in an early 1986 press picture, was another workmanlike model, 
deleted before it got a chance to show what it could do. 


< In 1984, Tilbury-based contractor. 
Star Groundworks, took delivery of 
two new DAF FAD 2500 DHS 8x4 
rigid tippers, with Wilcox aluminium 
bodies, with extra side ribs and 
strengthened floor pan, as shown 
here. 

> There has been a continuing 
increase in the number of tippers 
fitted with a lorry loader and grab, 
to pick up spoil, which has become 
a cheaper and more convenient 
alternative to skip hire. An earlier 
example of the type was this DAF 
2500 eight-wheeler, with a Hiab 
grab-loader fitted, in front of its 
Welford steel-panelled tipper body, 
in the fleet of South-west London 
contractor, Alan Greenwood. 
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A This 1984 Rolls-Royce 265L-powered Foden SI08 eight-wheeled tipper was 
one of ten added to the fleet of Dougal Transport of Dartford for the haulage of 
aggregates and spoil. 


A Hansons has specialised in bulk tipping movements for many years. 
Here is the company's ERF C Series Rolls-Royce 265L-powered eight¬ 
wheeler, dating from 1982, in the cream and brown livery adopted 
around that time. 



A1 : Ford followed its D Series with the Cargo range, which included a 24 tonnes gross six-wheeler, with a chassis specification to suit tipper operation. 
This 1986 example for the Redland fleet was typical of the breed, which proved as popular as its predecessor. 

2: As well as the Scammell-built Constructor eight-wheeler, the Leyland's T45 range included the 16-28 Roadtrain tractor unit, often used with a tipping 
trailer, like this bulker in the fleet of grain haulier, Eric Bailey of Malmesbury, Wiltshire. 

3: Leyland did not produce a six-wheeled tipper chassis with the wider Roadtrain cab, but this locally-bodied conversion was seen working in Cyprus. (CC) 
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A Left: The Leyland Landtrain was an export chassis of the 1980s. This 30-29 6x4 chassis with a dumper-style body was typical of those produced and 
operated in far-flung regions on projects, such as rebuilding the airfield on The Falklands. 

Right: MAN did well from the 1980s onwards in the eight-wheeled tipper chassis market in the UK, and is represented here by this mid-1990s 32-372 with 
Weightmaster 'muckaway'-style tipping body. 




A A classic style of 32.5 tonnes gross bulk tipping artic from the late 
1970s-early '80s, with a step-frame tandem-axle trailer behind a Seddon 
Atkinson 401 tractor unit of Bexton & Smith of Coalville, Leicestershire. 
From 1983, the new regulations would allow 38 tonnes gcw, using either 
a tri-axle trailer or three-axle tractor unit or both. (CC) 



Above and left: During the 1980s, Mercedes-Benz came to the fore in the 
six-wheeled market in the UK, with its 2419 chassis, seen here with alloy 
tipping bodies built by George Neville of Mansfield. 



A The Seddon Atkinson range for the 1980s included the Perkins- 
powered 201 four-wheeled chassis, like this 1983 example, with high¬ 
sided tipper body, for Glenrose Transport of Hull. 
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A A look forward to the 2000s, when eight-wheeled tippers still find a place hauling aggregates or roadstone. These two Seddon Atkinson Strato 
eight-wheelers - another make now consigned to history, of course - display a couple of commonly-seen liveries, Bardon Aggregates and Hanson. 
New regulations requiring loose loads to be covered, wind-blown dust being considered an insecure load, has resulted in the roll-top covers like the 
'Easysheet' seen here. (CC) 



Above and right: Volvo's range for the UK market in the early 1980s 
included the F7 built at the company's Scottish plant, which included 
the F717 tractor unit, for operation at 32 or 36 tonnes, seen here with a 
tandem-axle bulk tipping trailer, the F731 eight-wheeler, which was ideally 
suited to tipper bodywork, and the F727, which was available with a short 
wheelbase as a tipper chassis. 

Y The bigger Volvo FI 0 tractor unit was also regularly to be seen with a tipping 
trailer, like this three-axle double-drive example, in use with a tri-axle bulk trailer 
on waste transfer duties by Alan Greenwood of Kingston upon Thames. 


A Another of Alan Greenwood's tipper fleet, from the same year, 
1987, but from the next generation of Volvos, an FL10 eight¬ 
wheeler, is seen working on 'muckaway' duties. 






























Uppers 


87 


Redland 

Redland Aggregates has now disappeared into the Lafarge Group, but its pale green livery was once to be seen 
across large parts of the UK. The company ran a large and varied fleet of tippers, mixers and brick and tile carriers, 
reflecting its origins in the Redhill Tile Company. Here is a cross-section of mainly 1960s tippers run by the company. 
First we have a Bedford TK two-axle rigid tipper. The 12-tonner dates from 1965. A Cummins-powered Seddon DD8 
eight-wheeled tipper is seen being handed over by the supplying dealer, then we have a Foden S21 -cabbed eight¬ 
wheeler, with the unmistakable Neville U-shaped aluminium tipper body and a Guy Invincible eight-wheeler with 
a quite different design of aluminium alloy planked body. The Guy Big J6 tipper with 'Super Single' rear tyres, in 
the Redland-lnns Gravel name on the tipper body, also has the name of a sub-contractor, J A Mathers, of Bardney, 
Lincolnshire on the door, and lastly, two Foden S39-cabbed eights flank another with the S50 cab, featuring backward- 
sloping screens. The S39 on the left is fitted with a double-skinned insulated body for roadstone deliveries. 
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Spencer 

Eric and Wilf Spencer of Groby, Leicester, began their 
haulage business in 1930 with a Ford Model T, delivering 
coal, then ran several REO Speedwagons. After the war 
the first Seddon Mk 5S-10 tipper was added to the fleet, 
seen here with and without side extensions to carry coal, 
rather than 'Groby Granite'. The company went on to run 
Seddon Atkinson 400 eight-wheelers in the 1970s, and 
401s in the 1980s, as seen here, and its vehicles, Seddon 
Atkinson Strato and now Scania artic tippers, are still 
to be seen delivering roadstone over surprisingly long 
distances from the company's Leicestershire base. 
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Steam Up 


A s was said at the beginning, tippers 
date back beyond the introduction 
of motor vehicles. What seems to 
have taken a little more time to develop was 
the tipping gear. However, it is interesting 
to see that some of the early examples of 
tippers in our pictures feature hydraulic rams 
to raise the body, in spite of the otherwise 
basic specification of the vehicles, solid tyres, 
acetylene lighting and so on. 

The introduction of steam lorries, or 
wagons - waggons if you are a Sentinel man 
- was quickly followed by steam-powered 
vehicles, which not only carried a load, but 
tipped it out as well. The manufacturers of 
steam wagons seem to have got the idea 
that labour-saving devices were a good thing 
- and this in spite of the fact that the driver 
had to start several hours earlier, to get up 
steam, and stoke the boiler, obtain water 
regularly and all the other jobs the driver 
of an internal combustion-powered vehicle 
would not have. 

Still, it gives us the opportunity to include 
some pictures of interesting steam wagons 
here - some of which had surprisingly long 
lives. Who knows, had vehicle developments 
taken a different turn, many more of the 
pictures in this publication could have been 
of steam-powered tippers... 


Below left: A 1922 Garrett tipping wagon, said 
to have been the company's first undertype. It 
looks as if twin under-body rams were used to 
raise the tipper body. 

Below right: A Foden overtype (with the engine 
on top of the horizontal boiler) six-wheeler, 
which would have carried a 12 ton, rather than 
6 ton load for its road haulage and sand and 
ballast merchant owners in South-west London. 



t- 


A A manufacturer's picture, by the look of it and the trade plates, of a new Sentinel DG4, for 
Ebenezer Mears, of Byfleet, Surrey. The picture is said to date from 1930, by which time the solid- 
tyres would be rather out-dated, but the wagon would have delivered loads of sand and gravel to 
building sites. 



A A rather faded picture of an Oxfordshire-based transport company's solid-tyred Sentinel DG4, 
but it shows the under-floor hydraulic tipping ram, which rather contrasts with the otherwise basic 
specification. 
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A The original caption from 1931 reads: 7 A Sentinel DG8 rigid eight¬ 
wheeler, with a large capacity three-way tipping body, supplied to a well- 
known Lancashire firm of quarry owners. What an imposing vehicle, with 
its steel body raised by an under-body ram. 


A Another Garrett, this time a 1926 six-wheeler for a Buckinghamshire 
aggregates company, with a three-way tipping body, showing off its three 
separate compartments. 

> A Sentinel DG6 lightweight, on 40 x 9 pneumatic tyres, with a large 
capacity three-way tipper body, destined for the Breedon & Cloud Hill 
Lime Works, which must have looked great in the red livery. 


A A well-known name for many years, when it came to tipper 
operation in the London area, Willment Bros of Waterloo operated 
this Sentinel DG6 six-wheeler. The driver is demonstrating the levers 
controlling drop-down sides on the all-steel three-way tipper, which 
seems to have been a more popular type in those days than now. 



A Sentinel S4, UJ 2112, dating 
from 1933, new to H A L Price of 
Dawley, Shropshire. The tipper 
was used to deliver coal to the 
Sentinel Works boiler house, 
but later sold to an Australian 
buyer and possibly still being 
rallied 'down under 7 . The 
picture again shows the 
under-body hydraulic 
tipping ram. 
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A An early Foden 'overtype', M 4679, modernised with pneumatic tyres, which looks as if it was hanging on as a yard tipper. 


A1 : One of a number of steam tipping waggons that Sentinel built for a South American operator, as late as 1950. 

2: Another survivor, a Sentinel S4 tipper, with a later-looking body, still working for Derbyshire Stone in a Matlock quarry in 1951. 

3: A 1927 Sentinel DG6, seen with Dawkins Transport in South Africa with its 1954 replacement, a Sentinel DV44 tipper, with an underfloor diesel engine. 
4: This 1927 Sentinel DG4 3-way tipping wagon was Works No. 6979, registered YH 5763. It was supplied new in June 1927, for coal deliveries, to 
Charles Franklin & Sons of St Pancras, London. In 1935, it was converted at the Sentinel Works to pneumatics and had windscreens and a basic electrical 
system. It is now preserved in the livery of E C Gransden of Upchurch, Kent. 
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Other Types 


W hen the word tipper is 

mentioned, we automatically 
think of the straightforward 
open-topped box, hinged at the rear, 
tipped up by a hydraulic ram, but that's 
only part of the story. There are different 
variations on the theme. In recent years, 
the majority of tipper loads have been 
carried under cover, largely because of the 
legal situation regarding load restraint and 
worries about the results of shedding any 
part of the load, even dust. 

However, certain products have always 
been covered, in some cases in a tipping 
tank, cement, sugar, various other powders 
and commodities which should not get wet 
or contaminated. These have often been 
unloaded, notably animal feed and cereals, 
by pneumatic discharge, commonly known 
as a 'bulk blower'. Then there have been 
bulk goods in containers which could be 
unloaded by tipping, needing a skeletal 
trailer with tipping gear. 

In the 1960s, the concept of the skip 
loader came initially from France, where 
effectively a giant bucket is left to be 
filled, usually with some sort of waste, to 
be picked up and taken away for disposal. 
Of late, the logistics of this and legal 
difficulties have made the tipper fitted with 
a grab loader increasingly popular for the 
removal of building waste and the like. On 
an industrial scale, the larger roll-on/off 
container is still likely to be found beside 
the production line, for the removal - often 
for recycling - of unwanted by-products. 

Finally, there are some situations where 
the use of a tipper, especially with a large 
bulk body, can be prone to roll-overs, if the 
material to be tipped sticks on one side 
because it is wet, or the ground is uneven 
or unstable, as on a waste tip, for example. 

In this situation, the 'walking floor' body 
or trailer has come to the fore, where the 
floor is made up of slats which can move 
alternately, to eject the load without tipping 
the body. 

Here are some examples of different 
variations on the theme of tippers. «S* 

> By the end of the 1970s, the latest vehicles 
in the Blue Circle Cement fleet were Leyland 
Bison 2 six-wheelers like this, with bulk tipping 
tank bodies, which worked alongside four and 
eight-wheeled vehicles with tanks, as well as 
platform lorries, which were still delivering plenty 
of cement in bags. 



A Back in 1954, the latest thing for the delivery of cement in bulk was the type of covered tipping 
body seen here on a Foden FG eight-wheeler in the Cement Marketing Company's 'Blue Circle' fleet. 
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A1 : The Foden and other eight-wheeled sugar tankers are well-known 
by all enthusiasts, but Tate & Lyle also ran a number of smaller tipping 
tankers on Bedford OL chassis like this one. (CC) 2: An early style of 
pneumatic discharge tipper - looking more like a refuse vehicle than a 
tipper - dating from 1956, for the delivery of animal feed in bulk, based 
on a Seddon Mk 5L chassis. (CC) 3: A Seddon 16-Four from the late 1960s, 
with another style of 'bulk blower' or pneumatic discharge tipping body, 
which almost resembles a squared-off tank. (CC) 4: The first Dunnspencer 
'Bulkflo' on a Leyland Comet chassis, built in 1961, for delivery of Bibby's 
animal feed. With Edbro front-mounted tipping gear, the feed goes into 
an auger at the rear of the body and is 'blown' through the hoses into 
bins a the farm, from where it is dispensed to the animals. 5: Murfitt of 
Wisbech became a major supplier of 'bulk blower' tipping bodywork 
during the 1970s. The demonstrator on a Leyland six-wheeler is seen here. 
The discharge pipe can be seen across the back. 6: Not as unusual as you 
might think, delivering coal with a 'bulk blower', mounted on a Guy Big J6 
for Samuel Barlow of Tamworth, Staffordshire. 7: An earlier type of tipping 
container, from Tamplin, complete with its own 'donkey engine' at the 
front to power the tipping hydraulics, fitted onto a York platform trailer 
with four-in-line suspension, behind a Dodge 300 Series tractor unit. 
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A A 'Bulkliner' open-topped ISO container, on a Crane Fruehauf skeletal 
trailer with tipping gear. The trailer manufacturer's Ford D800 tractor unit 
would only be used to deliver the trailer, a heavier unit would need to be 
used with a loaded container. 



A Similar skip-loading systems were soon introduced by UK manufacturers, 
including Edbro and, as here, Shelvoke & Drewry, with its 'Freight Loader', 
fitted to a Ford D Series chassis, seen tipping a load of bricks. 



A A great multi-view print from the early 1960s, to advertise the 'Multi- 
Bucket Unit' from French company Bennes Marrel, distributed in the UK 
by London-based CAF Mechanical Handling Equipment, showing how 
the skip is picked up or dropped, carried and tipped by the hydraulically- 
powered loader on a Bedford TK chassis. 



A A later skip-loading system, apparently marketed by 'Vapsoo', mounted 
on a Dodge K1613 chassis, in Hoveringham livery, with a closed skip-based 
waste container. 





A A 1967 Ergo-cabbed Albion Super Clydesdale four-wheeler, with Marrel 
equipment from CAF for the Clyde Allow Steel Co of Motherwell, for the 
collection of steel scrap for recycling. 


A A roll-on/off container being positioned on a demolition site in 1976, by 
a Foden S80 eight-wheeler in the fleet of Orpington-based Syd 'Watch It 
Come Down' Bishop. 
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A1 : A smaller roll-on/off container for the collection of broken glass for 
West Midlands-based Albion Bottle Co, being positioned by a rather 
battered early 1970s LAD-cabbed Albion Clydesdale four-wheeler. 

2: A 1967 Ford D800 four-wheeled tipper, fitted with a Hiab grab-loader, 
being used to remove part of a scrapped car. 

3: A similar Ford D Series tipper seen from the rear, showing the Hiab lorry 
loader, fitted at the rear of the cab. 

4: Dating back to the early 1930s, this now-preserved Foden is fitted with 
a body with a 'walking floor' for unloading without tipping. 

5: An alternative from Murfitt, alongside its bulk blower bodies, was this 
type of bulk trailer, with a moving bulkhead to eject the load. 





Weir Waste Services was one of 
the first customers in 2004 for the 
Seddon Atkinson Strato 6x4 tractor 
unit, for use with this large bulk 
waste ejection trailer. (CC) 
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Off-Road 


M any tippers have to go off-road, 
to deliver aggregates to building 
sites, for example. They also have 
to venture into quarries to collect their 
loads. But some vehicles spend their lives in 
quarries or working on-site, on big projects 
such as motorway construction. 

Sometimes these are tippers which 
have already spent some time on the 
road - often then worked to death and 
destruction - but many are purpose-built 
to suit the rigours of carrying heavy loads 
where there are no roads. These usually 
have strong bodies with over-cab protection 
and scow ends, rather than tailgates. They 
can vary from lightly-modified recognisable 
versions of the road-going models, to quite 
differently proportioned vehicles. 

So to end, here are some pictures from 
the files of some of these off-road dumpers 
to compare with what we've seen already. «S* 



This early 1950s AEC 
Mammoth Major 6 for 
Wimpey was a strengthened 
and modified lorry chassis, 
fitted with a body with 
plenty of cab protection for 




A Another AEC from the same period, with a half-cab, protected by the 
shaped front bulkhead of the large capacity body. 


A By the early 1960s, the six wheel drive AEC Dumptruk was a more 
substantial vehicle, but still showing its lorry ancestry. 



A The AEC Mandator tractor unit here is little different from road-going 
examples, but the side-dumping trailer is a different proposition, purpose- 
made for moving large loads of rock. 

> At the other end of the scale, this Aveling Barford could not work on 
the road - it would be too wide, for a start - but offers the ability to move 
large loads of material over rough ground. Vehicles like this marked a move 
towards larger, more specialised off-road types. 




















A A smaller off-road dumper built by specialist manufacturer, Douglas. It 
might have components in common with ordinary lorries, but put together 
to cope with the demands of working in a quarry. 



Above and left: This Haulamatic 
dump truck was based on a 
modified Commer tipper chassis, 
showing how even comparatively 
lightweight lorries could withstand 
the punishment of working off¬ 
road. 
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Above and right: The Foden 
six-wheeled dump truck, with its 
half-cab and substantial body and 
cab protection, was based on lorry 
technology. An example for The 
Slag Reduction Company is seen 
when new and another after years 
of use and abuse with the National 
Coal Board. 



A Haulamatic also produced completely purpose-built dumpers, like this 
six-wheeler, with its central cab. 



< The Scammell 
Mountaineer was 
also available as a 
dumper, its small 
cab perched high 
on the chassis, 
seen here showing 
off the movement 
of its front 
suspension, with 
its transversely- 
mounted spring. 
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H E Musgrove & Sons 


H E Musgrove & Sons of Stamford, Lincolnshire was a 
haulier and agricultural merchant, which ran a mixed 
fleet, largely made up of tippers, which hauled bulk 
grain, feed and sugar beet, as well as aggregates and 
cement for Ketton Cement (later to become Castle 
Cement, for which Musgrove vehicle were still running in 
the 1990s). Here we see the company's 1966 Seddon 13- 
Four, with an extra axle added for 22 ton operation as a 
six-wheeler with a bulk tipping body, two Atkinson eight¬ 
wheeler tipper - one in Ketton Cement livery - together 
with a Bedford S Type artic and a Leyland Comet, and 
a Seddon Mk 5S tractor unit with tipping trailer and a 
Bedford OSS, both fitted with Perkins diesel engines. 



Wood & Co 

This Leicester-based company specialized in coal 
transport with a succession of different vehicles with 
tipper bodies in its fleet over the years, including several 
Seddons. Here we see a pre-war Dodge short-bonnet 
5-tonner, an early post-war Vulcan, with a high-sided 
alloy tipping body built by W H Goddard of Leicester, 
and a Leyland Comet, with a dropside tipper body 
sporting side extensions to increase its carrying capacity. 


































Above: An Albion Super Reiver 20 with an alloy body by Gibraith Commercials and Edbro 5LN tipping gear, used to carry building materials in the 
Manchester area, by John Biesty Ltd. Six-wheeled tippers like this remain popular to this day for their combination of load capacity and manoeuvrability. 
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Above: This 1941 Foden short wheelbase tipper, fitted with the DG cab, Gardner 5LW diesel engine and wooden tipper body, typical of the time, went 
on to be used as a works vehicle for many years, until bought for preservation and restored to Eaton Concrete Products livery, as seen at a rally in 1989. 




















































